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{2) If the development is to take place
in stages, what will be the first
and subsequent stages?

The Hon, J. DOLAN replied:

(1) and (2) No land has yet been
excised from the Shires of Wan-
neroo and Gingin. This will re-
quire legislation and I am there-
fore not in a position to make any
statement at present on develop-

(d) if so, what is the present
situation in the handling of
the matter; and

(e) when will the report be avall-
able to the public?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

(1) Preliminary inquirfes were carried
out by officers of the Companies
Registration Office.

The company was declared under

ment plans. section 172 of the Companies Act

anci ant insgectoﬁr alf)poifntte;’:i to in-

vestigate the affairs o e com-
1L . FED_ If(?ATION by Publi pany on lst July, 1970,
i’;"'t;:g ‘;f'";‘es‘;vgie fy :;1 “’H (2) (a) 8th October, 1971.

e Hon. F. R. e for the Hon. S
J. M. THOMSON, to the Leader of the () Tne lonourable the Attorney
Houi;._m f to the Albany High (e) Yes.

1th reference o the Albany Hig (d) Still under consideration by
School playing flelds— Crown Law officers who have
(1) Can the Minister advise when been requested to expedite the
these areas will be available matter.
for full-time use for— {e) Coansideration will be given to
(a) physical education acti- this matter when Crown Law
vities; advice has been received.
th) sporting activities?
. , . ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
(2) Is it the Government's desire SPECIAL
that all such playing grounds
financed from Treasury funds THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
and established at senjor high Metropolitan—Leader of the House) [11.53
schools should be available to P.m.]: I move—
youth sporting associations That the House at its rising adjourn
over weekend periods? until Tuesday, the 10th April.
The Hon. J. DOLAN replied: b 'I;'he HOE. A. P. Griffith: Thlat. is the
. . est speech you have made tonight.
(1} It is anticipated that the grounds
will be avallable for full use at the Question put and passed.
beginning of next summer. House adjourned at 11.5¢ p.m,
(2) It is the Government’s desire that
schoo! facilities should be made
available to community groups
through negotiation beiween the _],
group concerned, the Education 3 -
D(;partment ?ind lt'.he school auth- ngIBlattup AHBP mh[g
orities. Applications from youth Wednesday, the 4th April, 1973
sporting authorities would be con- v P
sidered on their merits within this
policy.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Narton) took the
12. BENBULLEN GRAZIERS AND Chair at 4.30 p-m-, and reﬂd prayers

PRODUCERS PTY. LTD.
Investigation

The Hon. V., J. FERRY, to the Leader
of the House:

(1) Has an Investigation been earried
out by officers of the Companies’
Registration Office into a company
known as Benbullen Graziers and
Producers Pty. Ltd.?

(2) If the answer to (1) is “Yes"—

(a) when was the report com-
pleted;

() to whom was the report made;

(c) was the report referred to the
Crown Law Department;

QUESTIONS (64): ON NOTICE
SCHOQOLS
Glen Forrest and Darlington

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Are there any proposals to build a
new school, half-cluster or other-
wise, at Glen Forrest?

(2) Is it propesed to make improve-
ments and additions to the Dar-
lington primary school, and if sq,
would he provide particulars?

(3) What, in his department’s view, is
the optimum enrolment figure for
primary schools?
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Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) One classroom, toilets and admin-
istration conversion are proposed
for 19%3/74. These additions will
not be of the cluster type.

(2) It is proposed to complete the two
undercroft rooms and provide ad-
ditional girls’ toilets during the
current financial year,

(3) Optimum enrolment is influenced
by many factors such as number
of students available, age group-
ings, location and distance to be
travelled. There is thus no absol-
ute figure which applies in all
areas, In more densely populated
centres it is approximately 600 but
in outer areas it will be consider-
ably less.

HOSPITALS
Central Laundry: Finance

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) What is the inferest rate on

maneys borrowed by each hospi-
tal contributing to the State
laundry?

(2) What interest rate is the Govern-
ment paying to each hogpital
contributing to the State laundry?

Mr. DAVIES replled:

(1) 6.4% per annum for all loans.

(2) The hospitals are on-lending the
money tc the Minister in the
terms of section 21 (g) of the Hos-
pitals Act. The Government is
paying the interest charged by the
banks, ie. 64%. The hospitals
make no profit from the trans-
action.

EXPORTS
Incentives

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:

(1) Has his Government made any
representations to the Common-
weglth Government to ensure that
there is no diminution in the
export incentives?

(2) Does the Government support the
present scale of export incentives
given by the Commonwealth, or
have any modifications of the
present incentives been suggested
by the State Government to the
Commonwealth?

(3) Although the Commonwealth
Government has announced the
extension of the present export
incentives until 30th June, 1974,
does the State Government pro-
pose to ask the Commonwealth
to expedite a decision about the
final form of future export in-
centives, as the present uncer-
tainty is too great to be =a

5.
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rea) incentive for further ex-
port development because of the
necessity for existing and potential
exporters to take a long term view
and know a lot further ahead than
30th June, 197¢ what incentives
will be available to them?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) No.

(2) The question of export incentives
is clearly a matter of policy for
the Commonwealth to determine,
and it is rather presumptuous to
tell others how they should spend
their money.

{3) No. This is a matter for the Com-

monwealth Government to decide.

DRUNKEN DRIVING
Blood Alcohol Content

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Police:

(1) Has the Government any plans for
introducing legislation in the near
future to reduce the blood alcohol
content level from .08% to .05%?

(2) Is the Government of the opinion
that a reduction of the blood
alcohol content leve! from .08% to
05% would make a contribution
towards the reduction of acci~-
dents?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) No.

(2) Although it is realised that
alcohol plays an important role in
accident causation, there is insuf-
ficient evidence at the present time
to indicate that a reduction of the
blood aleohol concentration level,
from .08% to .05%, would make a
worthwhile contribution towards
the reduction of road acecidents.

PRISONS

Wooroloo Training Cenitre: Acquisition

of Farm

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:

(1) What has been the expenditure to
date—

(a) to purchase the farm close to
Woorolco training centre;

(b) to stock the farm;

(¢) to maintain the farm?

(2) Which metropolitan institutions
are to be supplied from the farm?

(3} What produce is expected to be
supplied?

(4) What is the value of the produce
already supplied?

(5) Will he please explain why this
expense was incurred after the
Government made the decision to
move into commercial meat pro-
duction having regard for the
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capacity of the Government pro-
perties at the Karnet reception
centre, Byford centre and Whithy
Falls centre?

What is the acreage of Wooroloo
training centre?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(a) $71460.

(b} Nil.

(¢) Nil. Department of Cor-
rections took over the farm on
22nd February, 1993.

When the farm has been re-com-

missioned, it is hoped that, in the

future meat will be supplied to

Premantle prison, Barton’s Mill

prison, Bandyup training centre,

and Wooroloo training centre.

Beef cattle and stock feed.

Nil.

{i} The need to provide meaning-
ful employment for in excess
of 100 inmates at Wooroloo
training centre.

(ii) Karnet rehabilitation centre,
using its own land, and
approximately 10 acres at
Byford (which is all that is
available} could only accom-
modate a maximum of 50
head of beef breeders.

(iii) There are at present approxi-
mately 80 head of cattle at
Wooroloo. 41 head have been
at the property (not on the
farm) for approximately 12
months ex Karnet. The bal-
ance were recently transferred
from  Pardelup  correction
centre to endeavour té6 over-
come the feed shortage at that
centre.

About 2,426 acres (uncleared—not

including farm).

LAND TAX

Ezemptions: Valuation Ceiling

Mr.

(1

2)

)

(2)

HUTCHINSON, to the Treasurer:
Is It a fact that a person who
lives in his own home which is
valued at a figure normally giving
land tax exemption, and who also
owns a small business property,
has to pay tax on both?

If so, will he have the Act
amended so that at least subject {0
the relevant wvaluation ceiling a
person’s home is exempted from
tax?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes, but only if the combined
unimproved values exceed $10,000.
Currently the Act is being reviewed
and this aspect, together with
others, is under consideration.

1.

8.

BURSWOOD BRIDGE AND
CAUSEWAY FLYOVER

Tenders

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
for Works:
Will he advise the approximate
time when it is planned to call
tenders for the construction of the
proposed—
{a) Burswood Island bridge;

(b) fiyover at eastern end of the
Causeway?

Mr. JAMIESQN replied:

(a) The financing and planning of
this structure is not suffici-
ently advanced to indicate
when it would be posgible to
call tenders for its construc-
tion.

(b) The construction of the inter-
change at the eastern end of
the Causeway is being carried
out by day labour with some
sub-contracts. A tender for the
steel fabrication and erection
has been let to Fullin Engin-
eering, and tenders for pile
driving were called on 3rd
March but no award has yet
been made. The remaining
work will be carried out by a
Main Roads Department day
labour organisation.

EWINANA FREEWAY
Southward Extension: Route

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister

for Works:

(1) Following the detailed examina-
tion undertaken of alternative
routes for the extension of
Kwinana Freeway southwards to
Leach Highway, is he yet able to
advise the route finally selected?

(2) If so, is he in a positlon to advise
when the programme of work is
likely to commence?

(3) If not, can he advise when any of
the associated interchange Iis
likely to commence?

Mr, JAMIESON replied:
(1) to (3) No.

EDUCATION
Deat Children

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
for Education:

(1) Has a new plan or policy yet been
formulated to cater for the future
of education for the deaf in West-~
ern Australia?

(2) If so, will he give the necessary
detail including the role to be
played by the W.A. School for
Deaf Children in Mosman Park?
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(3) If not, when does he expect the
new policy to be announced?

Mr. T. D, EVANS replied:

(1) to (3) There is no intention to
alter the present policy for the
education of the deaf in Western
Australia.

COMPANIES ACT
Commonwealth Legislation

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Attor-
ney-General:

(1) (a) Have there been discussions
between the Commonwealth
and States about a Common-
wealth Companies Act to
supersede State Companies
Acts;

if not, are discussions planned,
and when?

Have there been discussions
between all or any of the
States of Western Australla,
South Australia and Tasmania
on uniform company law and/
or a Commonwealth Com-
panies Act;

have there been discussions
between all or any of these
States and the Common-
wealth on uniform company
law and/or a Commonwealth
Companies Act?

Does the Government favour State
company law (uniform or other-
wise) to a Commonwealth Com-
panies Act which would supersede
State Acts (uniform or otherwise) ?

Is it correct that the Common-
wealth proposals for a Common-
wealth Companies Aet which
would supersede State Acts pro-
vide for compulsory appointments
of an employee on boards of direc-
tors and division of all profits after
tax between a welfare fund a2nd
shareholders?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

(a) At the meeting of the Stand-
ing Committee of Attorneys-
General held in Sydney on
29th-30th March, 1973, the
Australian Attorney-General
referred to his Government’s
intention to introduce legisla-
tio? for a national Companies
Act,

No discussions have been
planned but these will doubt-
less eventuate if the Aus-
tralian Government proceeds
with its plans.

{a} and (b) No discussions have
been held by this State and I am
unaware of any action by the
States of South Australin and
Tasmania.

(h)

(2) (a)

)

3y

4)

(1)

(1))

(2

-
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(3) The question has not been con-
sidered by the Government.

(4) The Australian Government's pro-
posals are not known by me apart
from the statement made by
Senator Murphy.

DEVELOPMENT
Steel Export Indusiry: Kwinana

Mr. O°'CONNOR, to the Premier:
As on 2nd April, 1971 he announc-
ed the possibility of a major steel
export industry at Kwinana, will
he advise—
(a) progress to date;
(b) the company involved?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:
{a) The proposals are still being
considered.
(b) B.H.P. and its partners in the
Mount Newman enterprise.

PORT OF BUNBURY
Expenditure on Improvements

Mr., O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Works:
How much was spent on harbour
development and wharf improve-
ments in Bunbury to the 30th June
in the following years:—

1966-67;
1967-68;
1968-63;
1969-70;
1970-71;
1971-72?
Mr. JAMIESON replied:
$
1986-67 487,010.
1967-68 193,465.
1968-69 494,937,
1969-70 584,325.
1970-71 1,491,862,
1971-72 1,340,772.
RAILWAYS

Employees: Bunbury
Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:
How many railway employees were
employed in Bunbury in each of
the following years:—
1968, 1989, 1970, 1971 and 19727

Mr. MAY replied:
1968 429,
1969 431.
1970 419.
1971 425.
1972 386.

Reduction of staff between 1971
and 1872 is due to dieselisation
becoming fully effective in the
area.
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DEVELOPMENT 17. DEVELOPMENT
Steel Industry: Mill in the North Foreign Capital Inflow: Effect of
Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier: Restrictions

As in The Sunday Times of 4th
April, 1971 he announced Han-
wright proposals in an article
headed “Steel Mill Town for
North”, will he advise—

(a) what progress has been made

on this project;
(b} the company involved?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(a) The proposals are still under
active consideration but have
been affected somewhat by
the change in value of Aus-
tralian currency.

() The Hanwright Group.

DEVELOPMENT
Caustic Soda Industry: Bunbury

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Development and Deeentralisation:
As in the Daily News of 10th May,
1971 he confirmed negotiations
were taking place with a Japanese
company to establish a multi-
million dollar caustic soda Industry
in the Bunbury area which c¢ould
lead to the eventual establishment
of a petro-chemical complex, will
he advise—
(a) the current position;

(h) the company involved?

. GRAHAM replied:

{(a) The proposed joint venturers
were unable to proceed at that
time with the caustic soda
industry in Western Aus-
tralia, and there are no cur-
rent negotiations.

(b) Answered by {(a).

DEVELOPMENT
Steel Industry: $20,000,000 Project

Mr, O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
As on 6th June, 1971 The Sunrday
Times contained an article headed
“20 Million Dollar Steel Plant for
W.A. Planned”, will he advise—
(a) the current position of this
propasal;
(b) the company involved?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:

(a) The Company has announced
its deferment of its major
Jervis Bay steel project, but
has confirmed its interest in a
direct reduction steel plant
based in Western Australia.

Australian Steel and Mining
Corporation Pty Ltd.

(b)

18,

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

(1) What effect will Commonwealth
action in restrieting foreign capital
to Australia have on major projects
such as Pacminex, northern min-
ing, etc.?

(2) Does he consider a number of

these projects will not be able to

operate as a result of the Com-
monwealth action?

. GRAHAM replied:

The Commonwealth Government
has not indicated its attitude to
specific projects and planning for
major projects such as Pacminex,
Naorthern Mining, Alwest and
Wittenoom is actively proceeding.

There is no indication at present
that Commonwealth action will
affect the future of these projects.

1)

&)

DEVELOPMENT
Trade Bission to Japan. Result

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

Following an article in The Sun-
day Timeg dated 11th July, 1971
headed ‘“‘Labour Mission Finds
Japan Keen to Invest”, and quot-
ing the Minister as saying: “The
response of Japanese business and
manufacturing companies to the
W.A. Government mission had
been overwhelming”, will he ad-
vise—

(a) the names of the organisa-
tions who eventually invested
in Western Australia as a
result of this mission;

(b) the amount involved in each
instance?

. GRAHAM replied:

(a) There has heen some increase

in Japanese participation in
certain industries in Western
Australia but the downturn in
the economy has frustrated
major overseas participation
in joint ventures in recent
times.
Recent high level Japanese
trade and banking missions
indicate renewed interest in
Western Australian develop-
ment.

This information is not avail-
able,

(b}
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DEVELOPMENT

Plant Announced in “The Sunday Times”

20.

Mr.

O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

Mr.

Further to the report in The Sun-
day Times on 6th February, 1972
under the heading “Plant Could
be Biggest in World"” (according
to the Minister for Industrial
Development Mr. Graham) will
he advise the current position
regarding—

(a) progress to date;
(1) finance required;
(¢} finance available?

. GRAHAM replied:

(a) The general manager of the
company concerned, Graincol
Pty. Ltd. is at present in the
United States of America
finalising arrangements so
that production of grain pro-
ducts can be commenced in
approximately October, 1973.

and (¢} The company is at
present investigating sources
of finance, and has had offers
from a number of substantial
organisations,

The company has not ap-
proached the State Govern-
ment for financial assistance.

(b}

DEVELOPMENT
Trade Mission to Indonesia
O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

Mr.

Purther to the article in the
Sunday Independent of 5th
March, 1972 under the heading
“Graham Confident of Indonesia”
advising the Minister was to visit
Indonesia and where he is credited
with saying “I am confident she
will ultimately become one of our
State’s leading trading paritners”,
will the Minister advise of any
trade that took place as a result
of that visit and the organisations
involved?

GRAHAM replied:

It is not possible to attribute speci-
fic orders to any single trade pro-
motion visit. Firms represenied on
the visit referred to have obtained
business in Indonesia, but the
details are confidential to the
particular firms. The development
of trade relations with Indonesia
is a confinuing and long-term pro-
gramme, and I am convinced that
this area will eventually become
one of Western Australia’s im-
portant trading partners.

21.

22.

23.
Pilbara Plan' Restrictions on Foreign

Sir
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I might add that the Department
of Development and Decentralisa-
tion will be participating in the
Australian trade display in
Djakarta at the end of this month.
This emphasises the necessity for
constant attention to be given to
the place of Western Australia in
Indonesia.

Charles Court: Did you not say
some rude things to us the other
night, in relation to military dic-
tatorships?

DEVELOPMENT

Power Offer: Job Opportunities

Mr.

O'’CONNOR, to the Premier:

Further to the article in The Sun-
day Times of 26th March, 1973
headed “Big Power Ofler {o W.A.
Could Mean 300,000 Jobs™,
which statement the Premier is
credited with making, will he ad-
vise the current position to date
and, if progress has been made, in
particular—
{a} numbers and names of com-
panies involved;
(b) how much has been expended;
(¢) how many have already been
employed to date;

(d) how long will it be before the
300,000 will be employed?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

As the 28th March, 1993 was a
Monday, there was no issue of The
Sunday Times. The question is,
therefore, irrelevant.

8ir Charles Court: It might have been

better had you answered it the
first time. In my experience, it
is always betier to do so.

NATURAL GAS AND NICKEL

MINING

Negotiations with Japanese Interests

Mr,

Mr.

O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

Will he advise the current position
regarding the statement credited to
him in the Sunday Independent
on 14th May, 1972 headed “W.A.—
Japan Negotiate 50 Million
Dollar Deal” and referring to
natural gas and nickel supplies?

. J. T, TONKIN replied:

This question relates to the same
matter referred to by the Member
in question 29, and I refer him to
the answer to be given to that
question.

DEVELOPMENT

Capital
O'CONNOR, to the Premier:
As in The West Ausiralian of 3rd
Nctober, 1972 the Premier outlined
a $6,000 million plan for Pilbara
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and in view of the Commonwealth
action on foreign capital, is he
still confident of the plan pro-
ceeding?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes.
DEVELOPMENT

Pilbara Plar: Faith of Internalional

Mr,

Money Market
O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

25.

Further to the statement in The
Sunday Times on 3th October,
1872 under the heading “Millions
Voted for Pilbara” where he is
quoted as saying “The offer was
indicative of the faith and con-
fidence the international money
market had in the scheme"—

(a) does he still agree with this

statement;

(b} what is the current position?

. GRAHAM replied:

(a) Yes.

(b) A feasibility study which will
include the financing of pro-
jected development is about
to be launched by Common-
wealth and State Govern-
ments.

DEVELOPMENT

Pacminex Alumina Refinery: Progress

Mr,

O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

(1)

2)

Mr.
1)
@)

26.

Does he feel Pacminex will have
difficulty in proceeding with their
refinery?

If so, will he give details?
GRAHAM replied:

No.

Answered by (1).

DEVELOPMENT

Steel Industry: Discussions with Thyssen

My,

Huettz
O'CONNCR, to the Minister for

Mines:

Will he advise details of current
discussions with the steel company
August Thyssen Huette following
his diseusslons as quoted in The
West Australion on 23rd Novem-
ber, 1972 and headed “Giant Steel
Firm Wants W.A. Plant"?

. MAY replied:

August Thyssen Huette has advised
the Government that investigation
into the possibility of establishing
g direct reduction of iron ore pro-
ject in Western Australia will pos-
sibly be completed before the end
of 1973.

27.

DEVELOPMENT
Pilbara Plan: International Financiers
Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Deputy
Premier:

(1) As on 16th March, 1973 in the

@

3
€Y

Mr.

(1)
(2)

(3)

28.

Daily News headed “Financial
Giants Ask About Pilbara” it
is stated the Deputy Premier con-
firmed international financiers
had offered $2500 million, will he
name the financiers and the
amount involved with each?
Does he anticlpate difficulty in
getting this money into Australia?
If s0, what difficulty?

If not, how will it be brought in?

GRAHAM replied:

No.

The Commonwealth and State
Governments will examine the
financial needs of the projected
Pilbara developments as part of
the Pilbara feasibility study. It is
anticipated that solutions for
funding these needs will be found.

and (4) Answered by (2).

DEVELOPMENT

Shipyard: Work Force of 3,000

Mr.

O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

1)

2)
3}

(1)

Further to the article in The Sun-
day Times of 25th March, 1973
under the heading *“Giant W.A.
Shipyard tp Employ 3000 Men"
stating it will be announced
shortly and where he is credited
with stating the shipyard would be
established to build production
platforms for the o0il and gas
deposits on the north-west shelf,
is the Minister confident—

(a) this project will proceed;
(b) 3000 men will be employed;

(e) this will be sucecessful bearing
in mind the financial problems
that have been encountered by
similar companies?

At what stage are negotiations?

Who are the companles involved?

r. GRAHAM replied:

(a) Whether the construction of
fixed oil and gas platforms
proceeds will depend on the
outcome of feasibility studies
currently being undertaken
for Burmah Qil Co. of Aust.

I did not quote the flgure of
3,000 but the numbers involved
would depend on the time
factor and extent of the ope-
ration. A similar operation in
Scotland is currently employ-
ing in excess of 1,500,

(¢} Answered by (1) (a).

()]
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The studies appear to be at a
fairly advanced siage.

Burmah Qil Co. of Ausiralia and
its consultants Brown and Root.

DEVELOPMENT
$50,000,000 Industry

. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

Will he advise the current position
regarding the article in The Sun-
day Times of 2nd April, 1972
headed “50 Million Dollar
Mystery Industry” and quoting
this following the Premier's visit
to Japan?

Will he quote—

(a) the companies involved;

(b) the current position?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

and (2) The article referred to in
the question concerns a “develop-
ment” which had been discussed
with the Japanese. Nowhere in
the article dig I refer to an indus-
try, nor did The Sunday Times
reporter use the word “industry”
in the article.

The reference was to discusslons
which were held for the purpose
of ascertaining whether funds
which were being sought by Co-
operative Bulk Handling for its
bulk handling installation in Cock-
burn Sound, could be obtained in
Japan. The money needed was
ultimately obtained elsewhere, and
the Member 1s aware of what has
since transpired in connection with
the Co-operative Bulk Handling
proposal.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dam at Kennedy Ranges
O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Works:

Following an article in The Sun-

day Times, 5th September, 1871,

headed “N Blast for New Dam at

Carnarvon™, and quoting the Min-

ister as saying the Government is

examining proposals to bulld a

large storage dam in the Kennedy

Ranges, will he—

(a) table progress reports,

(b) advise the flnancial
involved;

(¢) advise if or when the project
is likely to commence;

(d) advise what companies are
involved?

sum

., JAMIESON replied:

(a) Studies for the construction
of a large conventional dam at
Kennedy Range showed that
the salinity and erratic nature
of the Gascoyne River flows
were such that, when coupled

31.

32.
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with the unfavourable shape
of the storage basin, the reser-
voir would fail on an average
of one year in ten from ex-
cessive salinity and depletion
of storage.

The Public Works Department
has been in contact with the
Australian Atomic Energy
Commission regarding the
use of nuclear explosives to
create water storages. Back-
ground information summa-
rising the Carnarvon problem
has been forwarded to the
Atomic Energy Commission. A
representative from the com-
mission attended a conference
in Vienna late in 1972 on the
use of nuclear explosives for
the creation of water conser-
vation storages but was disap-
pointed wlth the information
released.

There is no proposal to cons-
truct a large dam.

{c) Answered by (b).
(d) Answered by (a).

(b)

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES AND ROAD SAFETY

Mr.

AUTHORITY
Cost of Establishment
O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Traffic Safety:

(1)

(2}
)

1)
(2)

3)

What is the estimated cost of
establishing a new department of
motor vehicles and a road traffie
safety authority?

Will he indicate the split up of
costs?
What numbers of additional staff
will be required to set up these
departments?
. JAMIESON replied:
$200,000.

There will be no cost in connec-
tion with the establishment of a
Road Traffic Safety Authority.
The whole cost referred to in the
answer to part (1) is in respect
to the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

Approximately 80.

MOTOR VEHICLES

Compulsory Inspection Centres

Mr.

O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Traffic Safety:

(8 9

2)

(3}

What is the estimated cost of °
setting  up compulsory vehicle
inspections in the metropolitan
area?

How many depots waould be estab-
lished?

Wheat number of staff would be
employed?
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33.

M.

1C))

(5)

Mr.

n
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Will country areas under police
controf have similar establish-
ments?

If not, will he explain the differ-
ences?

JAMIESON replied:

to (5> At this stage only preli-
minary investigations have been
made into the matters raised in
these questions,

The Traffic Safety Committee
which reported to me regarding
the setting up of a Road Traffic
Safety Authority and a Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles recom-
mended that the new department
make g detailed study of a pro-
posal for State-wide compulsory
periodic vehicle inspections. This
study cannot be put into effect
until the Department of Motor
Vehicles has been established.

STATE RIGHTS

Objections to Commonweaith

Mr.

(1

2

3
(4)

(1

(2)
(4)

RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Has he objected to the Common-
wealth Government over ifs an-
nounced intentions of limiting the
Western Australian Government'’s
administrative freedom in areas of
housing, edueation, urban and
regional development, local gov-
ernment, environmental protection
and offshore submerged land?

If “No” to (1), how dces he sub-
stantiate his promise recently in
Parliament to oppose the Com-
monwealth Government intruding
into areas of State responsibilities?
If “Yes" to (1), will he please table
copies of his objections?

Will he please table copies of the
Commonwealth Government's
recently announced plans for
tertiary education?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

As I do not agree that the propo-
sals of the Commanwealth Gov-
ernment, so far made, are directed
towards ‘“limiting the Western
Australian Government's adminis-
trative freedom’, there has been
no reason for me to lodge an oh-
jection to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

and (3) Answered by (1).
Yes.

The papcrs were tabled (see paper

No.

91).

POWER LINES AT
FORRESTDALE

Feliz Roussat: Compensation

Mr.

RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Electricity:

L

‘Why has the undertaking lasi year
to confer with Mr. Felix Roussat
regarding the siting of the two

35.

(2)

3)

4)

1)

2>

)

4

8]

power lines through his Forrestdale
property bhefore proceeding with
the 330kV power line not been
hanoured?

Due to the very severe loss of
value to this property that will be
experienced if dual towers are in-
stalled, will he consider changing
the route a little or utilising the
large towers for both lines?

Is it accepted that considerable
compensation will be paid to
owners of relatively small prop-
erties who have two major power
lines routed through their prop-
erties?

‘When is compensation expected o
be ofiered for the losses experi-
enced by Mr. Roussat?

. MAY replied:

The commission has complied with
the requirements of the Act. Ifs
courtesy note advising of entry to
perform physical work on Mr.
Roussat’s property was inadveri-
ently missed on this occaston.

I might add it is very difficult to
glve notice to people when they do
not live on the properties con-
cerned.

The first part of the question is
not clear. The route cannot be
changed, nor can the large towers
be used for both lines as the ini-
tially vacant crossarms will be re-
quired for future conductors of
this line.

In all cases compensation will he
paid as agreed with the ownhers
on the basis of the disability.

Immediately, if Mr. Roussat would
agree to sell lot 32. If he wishes
the commission to take an ease-
ment, negotiations could be pro-
tracted as they cannot commence
effectively until Lands Department
surveys of the way-leaves have
been lodged with the Titles Office.
This is likely to take some months.

YUNDURUP CANALS
DEVELOPMENT

Government Guarantee

. RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Will he please clarify a number of
points arising from question 11 on
28th March relating to the Gov-
ernment's guarantee in favour of
the Yundurup canals project—

(a) for what purpose was the
additional $60,000 contingent
liability committed;

{b) were firm arrangements made
on the granting of the guar-
antee for its retirement;
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() if “Yes"” to (b), what were
they;
{(dy is the Government liable

under its guarantee for any
unpaid interest dve on 31st
March and 30th Sepiember
each year?

What is the Government'’s present
contingent liability under the
Yundurup c¢anals guarantee?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(a) To meet additional costs asso-
ciated with the project.
Yes.

This guarantee will be retired
before the original guarantee
from proceeds of sales.

(d) Yes.
$1,810,000.

(2)

()

(b)
(c)

)

MINERAL CLAIMS
Acreages

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) What is the total acreage of
mineral claims that were in force
in Western Australia as at—

(a) 31st December, 1969;
(b} 31st December, 1970,
{¢) 31st December, 1971;
(d) 31st December, 197272
What is the estimated total
acreage of mineral claim applica-

tions that were pending approval
or otherwise as at the above dates?

What is the estimated total acre-
age of mineral claims and mineral
claim applications which were
either surrendered or withdrawn
in—

(a) 1969;

(b) 1970;

(c) 1971;

(dy 1972?

. MAY replied:
Acres
1,376,104
5,344,357
7,593,074
4,032,159
5,668,050
14,477,960
9,308,710
2,995,460

248,820
1,186,970
5,213,910
8,168,891

2)

)

(1) (a)
(b}
(c)

(d)
(a)
(b}
(c)
(d)
(a)
(b}
)
(d)

2>

&)
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MINING
Temporary Reserves: Number
and Acreage
Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Since the 34 vear ban on tempor-
ary reserves for mineral explora-
tion was lifted in November 1972,
how many temporary reserves have
been granted for—

(a) iron ore;
(b) gold;
(¢} other minerals?

What are the acreages involved in
each category?

How many temporary reserves
have been granted in each cate-
gory in each of the main regions
of the State?

MAY replied:
(a) 16.

(h) 1.
(e) 56.

(a) 994 square kilometres (383.6%
square miles).

112 hectares (276.64 acres).
8635 square kilometres
(3333.11 square miles).

2)

(3)

Mr.
(1)

2)

4:3]
(c)

3
Temporary Reserves
Granted 6/11/1972 to 4/4/1973

Gold fteld No.of <ol Lron Other

T.Rl.‘.-«| wminerals
prante

Ashburton
(Gascoyne .
East Murchison
Murchison
Kimberley
West Kimberley
North Coolgardie
Peak Hil .
At. Margaret
Pilbara .
West Pilbara
Yalgoo

Yilgarn

—

_
-]
—_E——GEARED

i

—
Wlm—ﬂm——‘;‘:ﬁ
T

B

|

38. JOHN FORREST NATIONAL
PARK

Health Department Officers:
Reports

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:

Will he table all reports made by
officers of his department during
the past 12 months with respect
to the—

(a} swimming pool;
(b) tea rooms;
(¢) domestic water supply,

at the John Forrest National
Park?

DAVIES replied;
Yes.

The reports were tabled (see paper
No. 92).

Mr.
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40.
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IRON ORE

Trade with Japan: Indusirial
Action

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

{1) Has he read an article in The West
Australian of 2nd April, 1973
where a mining executive is re-
ported as having claimed that
Australia’s iron ore trade with
Japan had been irretrievably dam-
aged by industrial action?

To what extent is this claim rele-
vant to Western Australia’s trade
with Japan?

Does the Government intend to
take any action in order to pre-
vent such damage occurring?

. GRAHAM replied:

Yes, but I understand from the
company concerned that the com-
ment was that trade with Japan
may be irretrievably damaged.

There iz no present indication that
Western Australia's trade with
Japan is affected.

The Government, is perturbed at
any interruptions to export but
considers that normal arbitration
procedures will resolve industrial
problems.

2)

(&3]

)

(2)

(3)

EDUCATION

Boarding-away-from-home
Allowance

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is it a fact that the State Govern-
ment scheme of living away and
boarding allowance is no longer
operating?

If spo, what was the date of cessa-
tion of the operation?

Under what statutory or adminis-
trative action did this occur?

Is it a fact that a Commonwealth
scheme of boarding allowances has
superseded the State scheme?

If so, under what statutory or ad-
ministrative action?

Would he table the conditions of
this Commonwealth scheme?

. T. D. EVANS replied:
Yes.
31st December, 1972.

The decision was made by the
Western Australian Government
after receipt of details of the Com-
monwealth policy. Education regu-
lations are being amended to con-
form with the decision.

Yes.
Answered by (8).

{2)
3)

4}

(5)
6)

1)
(2)
3

(4)
(6)

41.

42,

(6) An information statement which
is being issued by the State offices
of the Commonwealth Department
of Education is tabled.

The statement was tabled (see paper
No. 33/,

TOWN PLANNING
Subregional City

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

(1) Was it properly reported that the
Government is studying proposals
for a new sub-regional city only
22 miles north of Perth?

If so, is such proposal in line with
the Government’s heralded policies
of decentralisation?

Are there any proposals for simi-
lar development studied by the
Government in the Bunbury area?

. DAVIES replied:

Yes. Preliminary study is being
given to broad outline proposals
for development in this area.

Yes. Such development would
form part of a more extensive
urban system that will he devel-
gped within the north-west corri-
Qr.

Yes. The National Urban and
Regional Development Authority
is studving the regional centres of
Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany
as well as the Perth north-west
corridor.

(2)

(3)

ey

2)

(3)

INTRASTATE AIR
TRANSPORT

T.AA.

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it factual that the Minister for
Transport stated in connection
with proposed legislation to en-
able the Commonwealth owned
airline to operate in Western Aus-
tralia: “The Commonwealth has
established a guideline to what is
needed"?

If so, does this mean that the
Minister anticipates that the Par-
liament of Western Australia
makes 1ts decision according to
the wishes of the Commonwealth
Government?

. JAMIESON replied:

No. The statement referred to
was not made by the Minister for
Transport.

The Minister for Transport does
not agree that the statement in-
fers that Parliament's decision is
being anticipated.

(2)

1)

(2)
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EDUCATION

Sporting and Cultural Facilities.

Mr.

Use by Public
BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Education:

In view of the report in The Sun-
day Times of 1st April “W.A.
Schools to be Thrown Open for
Sport and Culture'—

(a) has any consideration been
given or taken into account of
the thousands of dollars spent
by parents and citizens’ asso-
ciations to provide halls,
recreation ovals, etc., in the
State for facilities so recom-
mended to be used;

if so, does the recommenda-
tion provide for some form of
subsidy to the parents and
citizens' associations to pro-
vide other facilities to upgrade
their particular school in
other directions?

(b

. T. D. EVANS replied:

(a) and (b) The Western Austra-
lian Government policy is fo
encourage a closer integration
in the use of facilities by
schools and the community.
A committee has been formed
to investigate possible areas
of development but specific
recommendations have not
been submitted to the Gov-
ernment.

WATER SUPPLIES

Cannring Dam Tunnel: Pipeline

Mr.

Rotute
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

19 )

2)

3

(1)

(6)

(6)

Why was it necessary to remove
all the flora in the last few days
to the banks of the Canning River,
Roleystone, on the land under
their jurisdiction near the route
for the additional pipelines?

Is not this action contrary to the
undertakings to the Roleystone
Progress Association?

Will he please advise whether fur-
ther similar clearing is contem-
plated?

How is the expected soil erosion
te be controlled?

When will the swath cut for the
pipeline between Roleystone and
Gosnells, which is showing signs
of erosion, be rehabilitated?

Is it intended that a route be
cleared across the country above
the route of the Canning tunnel
between the Roleystone and Can-
ning Dam portals?

45.

46.

Mr.
(1)

(2)
(&)

(4)

(3}

(6)

Mr.
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JAMIESON replied:

The flora removed was only that
necessary for the pipeline con-
struction.

No.

No further clearing is contem-
plated.

Erosion is not anticipated but
should it occur it will be attended
to by appropriate methods depend-
ing upon the circumstances.

Any erosion will he attended to if
it becomes hecessary.

No.

RIVERS
Erosion. Clearing of Flora
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1)

(2)

Mr.

(1)

¢4

Mr.

What powers has he to control
clearing of flora which will cause
extensive erosion along rivers?
What action has he taken to exer-
cise these powers?

H. D. EVANS replied:

Under section 22 of the Soil Con-
servation Act an area may be pro-
claimed a soil conservation district.
For such a distriet the Governor
may make regulations to regulate
or prohibit the destruction of flora.
No regulations have heen made
specific to clearing along rivers.

EDUCATION
School Meaintenance
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

)

(2}

3

(4)

(3)

Mr.

1)

Further to question 17 on 20th
March, 1973, how does he account
for an approximate $550,000 fall
off in maintenance expenditure on
school property in 1971-72 against
the previous year when one has
regard for the inflationary in-
crease in costs?

Was the saving made to cover the
cost of the so called free school
text and materials scheme?
What sum has been expended on
school maintenance this financial
year?

When will the maintenance at
Connell Avenue primary school,
Kelmscott, be carried out?

Why has the inadequate drainage
which last year flooded the school
buildings surrounds been so de-
layed?

T, D. EVANS replied.

The fall-off in maijntenance expen-
diture on school property was part
of an over-all restriction on rev-
enue expenditure implemented in
January-March 1971. (The com-
parison is therefore not based on
normal conditions.)
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2)
3

No.

The latest flgure to February 1973
is $862,891.

Contract maintenance items for
stage 2 have been served on the
contractor and been completed
subject to inspection by the de-
partment.

Design of an adequate drainage
system is under consideration.

4)

(5)

EASTER WEEK
Holidays: Bank Officers

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Labour:

(1) Will he reconsider his deciston to
refuse bank officers the 24th April
holiday?

As the bank employees are pre-
pared to give up a compensating
holiday, why has he refused?

How many bank staff are in-
volved?

Is he aware Tasmania, Victoria
and Queensland have approved the
holiday; New South Wales are re-
viewing the position and South
Australia have refused because the
bank officers in that State were
not prepared to relinguish another
holiday in lieu?

Which other industries have heen
refused the six-day holiday break?

TAYLOR replied:

I have not refused bank officers a
holiday on the 24th April, 1973.
Neither have 1 been approached
by either bank officers or banks on
this matter.

to (5) The position in this State
is that requests for the Tuesday,
24th April, 1973, as a holiday in
substitution for the Foundation
Day holiday of 4th June, 1973, are
a matter for negotiation between
the employer and the individual
union or association concerned
though in some instances such
agreements may require formal
approval in the form of Gazettal.

(2)

3)

1)

(6]

Mr.
(1)

(2)

WATER SUPPLIES

Consumption and Storage in
Metropolitan Area

Mr, McPHARLIN, to the Minjster for

Water Supplies:

(1) What is the average daily con-
sumption of water per head of
population in the metropolitan
area of Perth?

(2) Wha{ was the total average water
consumption per year for the years
1971 and 19727

(3) What is the average for 1973 to
date?

48,

50,

(4) What is the storage capacity per

head of population for the metro-
politan area of Perth?
JAMIESON replied:

137 gallons,

1970-71—51,500 gallons per head.
1971-72—48,100 gallons per head.

From Ist July, 1972 to 31st March,
1973, 38,800 gallons per head.

142,000 gallons.

Mr.
(1
2)

(&)
4)

BROOME HIGH SCHOOL
Completion

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister
Works:

As I was advised last October that
it was anticipated the extensions
to the Broome Junior High School
would be completed by the com-
mencement of the current school
vear, will he advise—

(a) what have been the reasons
for the slow rate of progress;
when will the additions be
ready for use;
if any, what penalties are be-
ing applied to the builder;
is the builder financially abie
to complete the contract;
including the cost of installing
air conditioning and any
extras which have been agreed
upon, what is the present esti-
mate of cost for the exten-
sions;

(f) what urgent action is being
taken to expedite completion
of the building?

. JAMIESON replied:

(a) Some defective work by the
building contractor which re-
quired rectification but prin-
cipally due to the late letting
of the air conditioning sub-
contract.
Commencement of
term.

Nil.

(d) Yes.

(e} $99,528.

(f) Departmental officers are
pressing the contractor to
achieve the earliest possible
completion.

CATTLE

Kimberley
Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture;

(1> During 1972, how many cattle
were Killed at—
(a) Broome;
(b) Derhy;
(¢} Wyndham?

for

()
{c)
(d}

{e)

(h) second

«©)
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How many cattle were shipped to
Robb Jetty from Eimberley ports?
What number were trucked to
points south of the Kimberley
region?

What number were transported to
the Northern Territory and East-
ern States for killing and/or
breeding?

Of the cattle that were trans-
ported out of the region, what was
the number of breeders?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

Broome—29,781.

Derhy—9,492.

Wyndham—37,452.

4,495 cattle were moved by sea to
Fremantle.

14,703.

26,101.

The exact number of breeders in-
volved is not known but is be-
lieved to be in the order of 50%
of cattle transported.

2)
(3}

(42

(5)

(1)

(2)

3)
1)
(5)

HOSPITAL
Fitzroy Crossing

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) In view of the fact that a new
hospital cannot be built at Fitz-
roy Crossing until the question
of an adequate power supply has
been settled, and considering that
the State Electricity Commission
has no plans for establishing a
power house in the town, will he
advise what action is being taken
in relation to the provision of an
electricity supply source?

(2) As a planning inspecior reported
in November 1972: “that extensive
deterioration had occurred in the
main hospital building due to ter-
mite infestation” and that “the
building has reached a point where
replacement is imperative”, does
he consider the hospital to be
structurally sound and habitable?

What action has been taken to
prevent & repetition of the in-
stance when the sister-in-charge
fell through a termite infested
section of the first floor of the
hospital building?

Will he table & copy of the maost
recent report on the building by
the Kimberley regional health
inspector?

. DAVIES replied:

An assessment of the likely power
needs for the new buildings is be-
ing made. As soon as it is known
the size of the plant that will be
needed, efforts will bhe made to

3)

4)

(1)

52,

53.
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provide that plant. The Com-
munity Health section of the Pub-
lic Health Department has made
a submission to the Common-
wealth Department of Aboriginal
Affairs for funds for this purpose.

Some sections are not sound and
habitable and have been closed off.

(3) Answered by (2) above.
(4) Yes. Tabled herewith.

The papers were tabled (see paper
No. 94).

2)

TOWN PLANNING

Local Authorities: Submisgion
of Plans

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

(1) Have local government authorities
been requested to submit to him
proposals for development of their
respective areas?

If s0—

(a) when was this request made;
(b} how many local governing
bodies have complied with the re-
guest?

(a) Has the City of Stirling com-
plied with the request;

(b) if not, has any date been fixed
for it to do so and what is it?

DAVIES replied:

No, but if the question refers to
the Perth Metropolitan Region,
local authoritles are required
under the Metropolitan Region
Town Planning Scheme Act to
submit to me local planning
schemes which conform with the
Metropolitan Region Scheme with-
in three years of that scheme’s
promulgation,
(a) The statutory requirernent on
local authorities became ef-
fective on 30th October, 1963.

(b) 25 on 31st March last.

(a) Yes.
(b) Answered by (3) (a).

(2)

(3)

Mr,
(1}

(2}

3)

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Used Cars: Complaints

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Consumer Protection:

(a) In the short space of time since
commencing operations, how many
complaints have been received by
the Commisstoner for Consumer
Protection involving wused car
dealers;

how many of the complaints above
referred to involved alleged—

(1) deceptive practices;

)]
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Mr
(a)

(b)

Mr
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(ii} misrepresentations as to the
year model of the vehicle con-
cerned:

(iii) faulty vehicles;

(iv} signing of purchasers of either
blank or incompleted docu-
ments?

. TAYLOR replied:

As at 21st March, 1973, the Con-
sumer Protection Bureau had re-
ceived 257 complaints involving
used cars or 31.5% of the total
complaints recelved.

75
(1) 43
i) 59

(iv) exact figures are not imme-
diately available, but direct
complaints are included in (b)
(i}. Other cases of this
practice occurring come to
light as a result of other com-
plaints and a flgure will be
supplied early next week.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Used Cars: Guaranices

. BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Cohsumer Protection:

Mr
for

Is there evidence to show that
agreements for sale used by some
used car dealers render warranties
inoperative if the purchaser has
had the vehicle examined when
buying it?

. TAYLOR replied:

The Consumer Protection Bureau
has evidence that some firms will
not give or will not honour war-
ranties if the customer has an
independent check on the vehicle
prior to purchase.

EDUCATION
Stern Report
E. H. M. LEWIS, to the Minister

"Education:

Can he indicate which of the
recommendations of the Stern re-
port he preposes to implement and
the programming of them?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

A speclalist in agricultural edu-
cation has been appointed to co-
ordinate developments.

A commifttee consisting of officers
from the Departments of Educa-
tion and Agricutture is to be
formed to discuss the recommen-
dations of the Stern Report and
the methods of implementation.

56.

57,

WELFARE PAYMENTS
Commonwealith Control

Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Premier:

Further to the claim by the Com-
monwealth Minister for Social
Security, Mr. Hayden, (The West

Australian 3rd April, 1973) that

“He had held talks with some

States about simplifying welfare

payments by placing them under

Commonwealth control. The re-

action had been mainly favour-

able.” can he say—

(a} whether the Western Austra-
lian Government has entered
into the talks;

(b} if s0, is the Western Austra-
lian Government’s reaction to
the plan favourahle?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

{a) Yes. Preliminary talks have
been held between the Minis-
ter for Community Welfare
and the Federal Minister for
Social Security. Detail talks
will take place at a meeting
of Federal and State Minis-
ters concerned with sacial wel-
fare to be held in Adelaide
in June. The GGovernment
expects to be in a position to
make a full statement follow-
ing this meeting. However,
it needs to be pointed out that
the TFederal Government’s
proposals would affect only
some categories of cases re-
ceiving benefits from the State
for a peried of more than six
months.

(b) Yes.

DEVELOFPMENT

Atwest Project: Commencement

Mr.

JONES, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

Mr.

Has he any idea whether the
Alwest project will proceed?

GRAHAM replied:

The State and Alwest have almost
finalised a variation agreement.

After negotiations extending over
a protracted period, and following
talks held with representatives of
the Australian and overseas part-
ners held in my office as recently
as last month, I am pleased to
state that, within the next few
weeks, I expect the joint venturers
will submit to the Government the
timetable and details of their
scheme of construction and asso-
ciated development in connection
with the establishment of their
$200 milllon bauxite/alumina
complex in the south-west of the
State.
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No announcements concerning
particulars will be made until the
company concurs.

WATER SUPPLIES

Canning Dam Tunnel: Pipeline

Mr.

Route
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Environmental Protection:

(1)

(2}

&)

4)

5

6}
2)
L&)

)

Will he table the report upon the
Metropolitan Water Board’s recent
clearing of flora to the banks of
the Canning River at Roleystone
as part of the Canning tunnel
project?

Is this total clearing to the water
contrary to arrangements?

What steps are to be taken to con-
trol the river bank erosion
expected from this unnecessary
total clearing?

Is it intended that a route be
cleared across the hilly country
above the route of the Canning
tunnel between the Roleystone
and Canning Dam portals?

(a) Has the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority considered
and approved this plan;

(b) if so, what is the justification
for it?

. DAVIES replied:

Yes.
No.

Clearing is neither unnecessary
nor total. Necessary clearing of
sparse vegetation on one side of
the river bank on private property
is taking place. The top soll is
being moved to one side and will
subsequently be replaced to bury
the pipe. The top soil can sub-
sequently be re-vegetated if neces-
sary.

It is not intended that a route be
cleared in the referenced area, but
control will be retained over access
above the area. The E.P.A. con-
sidered the general proposal of
the water board and approved it.
The justification for the plan is
to provide necessary water in the
summer.

The report was tabled (see paper

No.

95).

SCHOOLS AT ALBANY

Amalgamation and Classrooms

Mr.

COOK, to the Minister for Edu-

cation:

1

What is the anticipated date for
the amalgamation of the Albany
senior primary school and the Al-
bany junior primary school?

60.

61.

)

3

1)
(3)

(6>

'y

2)

3

)

(3}

659

‘When is it anticipated tenders will
be called for the construection of
cluster units at the junior prim-
ary?

What is the anticipated date of
completion and cost?

How many rooms will be built?
Will all existing classroom build-
ings apart from and adjacent to
the main block be demolished?

If not, what are the reasons?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

Every endeavour will be made to
effect the amalgamation by 30th
June, 1974.

It is anticipated that a commis-
sion will be issued to a private
architect at an early date.

The brief will request the comple-
tion of the schoo! for early 1974,
Cost indication not available until
design completed.

Pour rooms together with with-
drawal space, practical areas and
toilets.

and (6) This matter will be re-
viewed when the new bhuilding is
complete.

TERTIARY EDUCATION
Commonwealth Proposal

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:

(6}

(2)

ey

(2

Mr.
for

1)

2)

Will he please table full details
of the Commonwealth proposal in
respect of tertiary education and
which he is reported in The West
Australian of 31st March, 1973 to
have commended?

To what extent will these pro-
posals impinge on normal State
rights and responsibilities?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Details have already been tabled
in response to an earlier question.
Not at all, so far as I can see, as
the proposals are complementary
to State activities.

LAPORTE TITANIUM
Efluent Disposal

I. W. MANNING, to the Minister
Works:

Is the ponding method of hand-
ling Laporte effluent working
effectively?

(a) can he estimate when avail-
able land suitable for pond-
ing will be used to its limit;

(b) does this include re-use of
some of the pond areas (if
they are re-usable after re-
maining unused for a period) ?
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(3) (a)

(b}

«©

(d>
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what effluent treatment and
disposal studies are being
undertaken and how are they
progressing;

when is finality expected on
current studies:

are these studies being under-
taken jointly by the company
and Government, or are
there separate Government
and company studies and/or
studies by additional parties:
is there any market prospects
for substances in the effluent
if they can be extracted in &
practical way and, if so, what
are the products, the likely
markets and economics?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) The ponding of Laporte effluent

is not a satisfactory disposal
method.
{2) (a) There are features which

{b)

(3) (a)

4:))

(c)

make it desirable to space the
disposal ponds at wide in-
tervals along the narrow strip
of sand dune land. This re-
quirement makes it difficult to
predict how long it will take
to use all of the usable area.
If circumstances demand it
may be necessary to shorten
the spacing of the ponds and
thus extend the time during
which the general area will
be useful.

There is virtually no scope
for re-using pond areas.

For some time a committee
with representation from the
Departments of Development
and Decentralisation, Public
Works, Government Chemical
Laboratories and Laporte
Titanium (Australia) Ltd. has
been investigating alternative
methods of effluent treatment
and disposal.

Further work is currently in
progress on these matters.

It is not possible to estimate
when finality will be reached
in these studies.

Joint studies by the State
Government and the Com-
pany are in course. There
have been independent studies
on particular lines by each
organisation. The services of
chemical consultants Messrs.
Valentine, Laurie and Davies
have also been used.

In addition a consultant in
the private sector has under-
taken considerable research in
the treatment of the effluent
for the recovery of marketable
products.

62.

Mr.

63.

(d) The Premier has haé a pro-
posal submitted to him which
appears to have potential. A
Press statement, giving details
is in course of preparation and
will be released laier today.

TIJURUNGA
Parlianment House Grounds

GRAYDEN, to the Premier;

Is the report in 3rd April issue of
The West Ausiralion to the effect
that he “will try to have the
marker stone replaced on the site
where a sacred tjurunga board is
buried in the grounds of Parlia-
ment House”, a correct one?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes.

TRANSPORT WORKERS'’
UNION

Export Apples: Threaf to Quner Drivers

Mr.

THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Labour:

)

2)

(3}

(8 )]

Since receiving a report from my-
self that standover tactics are be-
ing employed at the overseas con-
tainer terminal, North Fremantle,
to force Mr. Dela of Pickering
Brook to join the Transport Work-
ers Union, what action has he
taken?

Is he aware that nearly all owner-
drivers engaged in the transport
of the export apple crop have been
told that no motre fruit will be
handled until these self-employed
persons join the union?

Will he take urgent action to en-
sure that the financial return to
growers and the State is not ier-
minated by this action now threat-
ened?

., TAYLOR replied:

to (3) The only notice of this
situation which either I or my
officers have is that contained in
the personal phone calls to me by
the Member onh Monday, 2nd April,
1973, and his comments in the
Address-In-Reply of vesterday.

Preliminary inquiries indicate that
such a person apparently receiving
eargo would be either an employee
of the Fremantle Port Authority
or of a private employer and that
this man could be a member of a
maritime union and not of the
Transport Workers’ Union. I have,
therefore, asked the Minister for
Works to advise me of any know-
ledge the Fremantle Port Auth-
ority may have of this allegation.

My office will also contact Mr.
Dela,
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64. MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Expenditure

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Works:

How much money has been spent
by the Main Roads Department
in the metropolitan area on—

(a) road building and/or road
extensions;

(b) bridge bulilding;
(c) any other work,

during the years 1970-71 and
1971-72, and showing separately—

(1) the proportion carried out by
contractors; and

(ii) the proportion undertake:r
within the department?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

The information requested Is
contained in a statement here-
under.

With regard to the statement, the
Member should note that Main
Roads Department records are now
kept under the Perth statistical
division in lieu of the metropolitan
area in order to conform with the
definition of “urban area"” under
the Commonwealth Aid Roads
Act, 1969.

The Perth statistical division con-
sists of the metropolitan area plus
the Shires of Wanneroo andg Kala-
munda and the portions of the
Shires of Swan and Mundaring
outside the metropolifan area,

Expendjture hy the Main Roads TDepartment in the Perth
Statistical Division for the Years 1070/71 and 1971/72

Expendi- Expendi-
ture by ture by

1870/71 Contractors Doy Total
Tabour
5 L] $

(a) Road bullding (incl. 6,576,340 35,009,489 11,886,320
rosd malntenance)

(b) Bridge building {incl. 4,677,780 583,669 5.261,449
bridge maintennnce)

11,554,620 5,593,158 17,147,778
{¢) Other works* ... e 1,402,824 722048 2,214,872

13,047,444 6,215,200 19,302,050

1971/72
(a) Road building (incl. 7,209,006 3,025,000 12,234,998
road maintenance)

(b} Bridge building (incl. 7,481,800 020,020 8,101,826
bridge maintenance)

14,601,700 5,645,026 20,336,822
{e) Other works®* ... ... 1,801,804 766,020 2,758,733

16,683,600 6,111,955 24,005,555

* Includes administration, miscellaneous expenses, pro-
portion new head otfice buildiog, ptant accounts, proporiion
toad debt repayments.

QUESTIONS (10): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.

LAPORTE TITANIUM
Effluent Disposal

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premler:

(1}

2}

)

(4>

(OF]

2)

Will he advise the House the de-
tails of the Laporte efluent studies
underiaken, and the conclusions
reached to date, by the Laporte
Effluent Disposal Committee, es-
tablished in 18707

Is its work continuing, and in
what fields of study and research?
When does the committee expect
to finish its current phase of
studies and research?

(a) Has the committee—including
Laporte’s representatives—
been working in conjunction
with the company which is
about to ke announced by the
Government as having a pos-
sible effluent treatment pro-
cess?

(b) If not, what has been the
basis of the companys re-
search work, and is the com-
mittee satisfied the company’s
proposal is proven as a firm
and practical solution to the
effluent problem?

(¢) If the Government has heen
satisfied in this regard from
a source other than the com-
mittee, what is that source?

(d) If the proposal is not re-
garded as proven, either by
the committee or the Govern-
ment, what further work is
needed?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

The Laporte Effiuent Disposal

Committee has examined a num-

ber of systems for the disposal of

the effluent, including—

(a) Chemical processing for re-
covery of acid and other by~
products.

(b) Disposal into deep bores.

(¢} Disposal by marine pipeline.

(d) Disposal by barging to sea.

All of these systems are very ex-

pensive in capital required and

running costs, and more costly
than the present methods of dis-
posal by spray irrigation of coastal

sand dunes. Barging to sea (d)

appears to be the cheapest of the

four methods above, and offers a

permanent solution. However,

the committee is still examining
chemical recovery of byproducts

(a) In partnership with Laporte

Australia Limited.

Joint research with ZLaporie is

continuing as indicated in (1).
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(3) No date can be set for the final
report, as the committee 1s con-
tinuing investigations into chemi-
cal treatment to establish econo-
mics of the processes and markets
for byproducts.

(4) (a) No.

(b) Mining and Agricultural
Laboratories Pty. Ltd. has
been carrying out the re-
search, and the company'’s
patent attorney prepared the
specifications for the provi-
sional patent applcation, and
they were forwarded to the
Patent Office in Canberra.
The preposal in question has
not been referred to the dis-
posal committee for the ob-
vious reason that it was only
in the last few days that ack-
nowledgment and registration
of the patent applied for has
been received from Canberra.

(¢c) See answer to 4 (b).

{(d) A complete thecretical bal-
ance of reaction has been
established and the patent
applied for. PFurther explora-
tory work is proceeding to
establish the most economical
method to achieve purifica-
tion.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Pyramid Selling

Mr. A. BR. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Consumer Protection:

(1) Has the Consumer Protection
Bureau received any approaches
with regard to the alleged pyra-
mid selling organisation, Dare to
he Great?

{(2) If the answer is “Yes"”, will he
table any material that is pert-
inent?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:

I thank the member for Mirra-

booka for some notice of the ques-

tion, the answer to which is as

follows—

(1) Yes.

(2) 1 seek your permission, Mr.
Speaker, to table for 24 hours
a tape recorder and tapes
which are, I am advised,
allegedly valued for purchase
at $3,000.

The tape recorder and tapes were

tabled for 24 hours.

TIURUNGA
Parliament House Groufds
Mr. GRAYDEN, o the Premier:

(1) Has he taken Into consideration
the fact that white ants could
have dispased of the bogus

tiurunga board which is alleged
to have been buried in the grounds
of Parliament House?

(2) Has he any information which
would indicate that the board is in
fact still in sifu?

(3) Does he contemplate any action to
ensure protection of the bogus
tjurunga board against the depre-
dations of white ants?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1} to (3) The guestion is obviously
one which requires the most care-

ful consideration, so I ask that it
be placed on the notice paper.

4. ECONOMY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Signs of Improvement

Mr. BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1> Has the Premier seen in today's
issue of the Daily News a survey
entitled, “Signs Polnt to W.A.'s
Return to Prosperity’?

(2) Does he view these signs as a vin-
dication of his Government’s pol-
icies?

(3) Does he agree with the views of
the economists quoted in the sur-
vey that Western Australia is now
on the verge of a new perio@ of
great prosperity and economic
progress?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
May I preface my reply by saying
I am pleased that there is such
an excellent response from the
ranks of the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: We have been
nudging you for long enough.

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: Obviously without
justifieation.

Sir Charles Ceourt: The satisfaction or
the nudging?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The reply to the
question is as follows—

(1) Yes, I most certainly have
and I wish to take full ad-
vantage of this opportunity
to express to the editor of the
Daily News my appreciation
for his aetion in publishing
these predictions at such a
well-timed period.

Sir Charles Court: I hope you will
send this to Mr. Chamberlain.

Mr. Thompson: Is that a biased Press?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: My reply contin-
ues—

(2) Most decidedly, and they are

in accordance with the pre-

diction that all we needed to
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set the economy in motion
was to be given a reasonable
time in which to do so.

Government{ members: Hear, hear!

Mr,

J. T. TONKIN: To continue—

(3) Without the slightest doubt.
We have very good reason to
believe that the Japanese
will respond favourably to
representations which have
been made to them by the
iron ore companies to meet
the situation which has re-
sulted from a variation in the
value of the Australian cur-
rency; and there are unmis-
takable signs that there will
be substantial increases in the
quantity of iron ore exported
overseas this year.

Sir Chques Court: If you can stop the

Mr.

strikes.

J. T. TONKIN: In addition to
these excellent prospects the
Government has before it at the
present time certain exciting pro-
posals which will materialise in
the next few months. I know the
Opposition does not like this—

. Hutchinson: We hope it is true.
. J. T. TONKIN: —but it is not

possible to dispose of facts with
laughter.

. Hartrey: You cannot stop pro-

gress.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr.

J. T. TONKIN: If is a reasonable
assumption that the Daily News
would not have printed what it
has if there were not combplete
justifieation for what has been
sald.

Sir Charles Court: Now we have heard

everything.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. K. Mercer: Deportation
Mr.

RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Immigration:

(0}

2)
(&)

(4)

Will he confirm the imminent de-
portation of Mr., Kenneth Mercer,
who, I am given to understand,
was arrested by the Common-
wealth Police at his place of em-
ployment in the electorate of
Cockhurn on the 27th March,
1973, is at present at TFre-
mantle Prison, and is to be de-
ported on the 8th April, 1973°?
Has Mr. Mercer committed any
offence since coming to Australia?
Are his children to be deported
with Mr. Mercer?

As this action appears to conflict
with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s stated policy of “giving a

man a go”, will he urgently inves-
tigate Mr. Kenneth Mercer's posi-
tion {o ensure that this is not a
case of making “fish of one and
fowl of anocther” and that the
children’s interests are protected?

Mr. Graham: What a foul mind!
Mr. RUSHTON: To continue—
() If he considers the circumstances

of this case worthy of compassion,
will he make quick representations
to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and advise the House of his
decislon?

Mr., TAYLOR replHed:
(1) I have been informed by the Chief

Secretary’s Department that a
Mr. Mercer is in custody awaiting
deportation. The case Is known
to me personally and some Inves-
tigatlons have been made. Mr.
Mercer’s case was raised with me
through an intermediary allegedly
at the request of Mr. Mercer’s
brother-in-law. After prelimin-
ary Inquirles I requested, through
the intermediary, that further in-
formation on which to hase a
possible case be supplied to me. I
am advised that the brother-in-
law was so requested, but that as
late at 3.30 p.m. today no further
information had been forthcom-
ing.

(2) Not to my knowledge.
(3) I understand that two of his

children, who entered Australia
with him, will he repatriated to
join his wife and other children

who reside in the United King-
dom.

(4) and (5) Subject to recelving per-

mission I am prepared to make
available to the honourable mem-
ber such knowledge as I have re-
celved on this case and I will take
cognisance of his opinion as to
whether or not this case should
be followed further after he has
been made aware of the reasons
for the Commonwealth, on several
occasions, refusing Mr. Mercer
entry to Australia, and of his sub-
sequent alleged illegal entry into
Australia.

JOHN FORREST NATIONAL
PARK

Tearooms.: Reports

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Labour:

Will he table all reports made by
factories and shops inspectors
during the last 12 months per-
taining to the John Forrest
National Park tearooms?
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TAYLOR repled:
Yes, for one week.

The reporls were tabled for one week
(see paper No. 97},

DEVELOPMENT
$50,000,600 Industry

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

Mr.

In question 22 on today's notice
paper 1 referred to an article in
the Sunday Independent and the
Premier's reply was—
This question relates to the same
matter referred to by the hon-
ourable member in question 29,
and I refer him to the answer to
be given to that question.
In answer to question 22 and 29 on
today's notice paper the Premier
sald that nowhere in the article did

he refer to an industry, nor did’

The Sunday Times reporter use
the word “industry” in the article.
The Premier went on to relate that
the money involved was for C.B.H.
In view of what appears in the
Sunday Independent article to
which I have referred, and the fact
that The Sunday Times article is
headed “50 Milllon Dollar M¥s-
tery Indusiry”, does the Premlier
still claim the money is for
CB.H. and is this a further in-
stance of misrepresentation by
the newspapers?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

I am very glad of the opportunity
to clarify this matter. I want to
say most deliberately that never
at any time did I use the word
“Industry” with regard to this
proposal.

. O'Conncr: Nor did I say you did,

did I?

. J. T. TONKIN: No; but the hon-

ourable member Is now trying to
establish that I was trying to
refer to an Industry.

. O'Connor: No.
. J. T. TONKIN: So long as we are

clear on that point. My refer-
ence all along was to discussions
1 had in Japan because at that
time considerable difficulty was
being experienced in raising the
necessary flnance for the C.B.H.
project. Negotlatlons had been in
progress over a perlod of more
than six months and we were get-
ting ahsolutely nowhere.

Hutchinson: Why the secrecy on
this?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr.

J. T. TONKIN: I suggest the hon-
ourable member address that
question to the member for Avon
because he knows the answer.

Sir Charles Court: Why mention it at

all?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr.

J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposttion ought to talk! He
asks: Why mention it? Yet he
never stops talking.

Sir Charles Court: Why mention it at

Mr.

Mr.

all?

J. T. TONKIN: The answer to
that question is that the news
media were walting on me imme-
diately I got off the plane, and I
had no option but to tell the re-
porters something,

Hutchinson: It was just mislead-
ing to us all, that is the point.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

J. T. TONKIN: I am not respon-
sible for the conelusions to which
members of the Opposition come.

Hutchinson: T am talking about
the public.

J. T. TONKIN: Or members of the
public, either, because as long as
I state the truth—and I do my
best to ensure I do that—I can-
not be held responsible for the
various conclusions to which
people may come. The point is I
have never at any time referred
to an industry. I referred to de-
velopments, and if the C.B.H. pro-
posal was not a development, I
would like to know what it was.

Obviously I could not give details
at the time or disclose anything
about what we had in mind. Be-
cause of the difficulty experienced
in obtaining finance from the
source being tried out initially, it
was decided that when I went ito
Japan we should inquire of the
Japanese whether they were pre-
pared to make the money avail-
able; and after my initial
approaches to certain hanking
companies, the Under-Treasurer
carried out negotiations in detall
which were continued upon his re-
turn with me to Perth. Subse-
quently it transpired that it was
better to obtain the money In the
way it was finally obtained, and so
the negotiations with the Japan-
ese were not continued. The refer-
ence ta nickel and the other
matter—

. O’Connor: Natural gas.
. J. T. TONKIN: —was also in con-

nection with discussions we had
in Japan, but was in no way con-
nected with the $50,000,000 de-
velopment. It was simply a factual
statement by me that the Japan-
ese—and 1If necessary I could
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name the companies on reference
to my notes—inquired very closely
—and the Minister for Mines can
bear me out in this because it
occeurred in his presence on more
than one occasion—as to the pos-
sibility of being able to partici-
pate in the development of the
offshore gas.

One company went so far as to
say that if we desired the money
to construct a pipeline to bring
the gas to Perth, it would pro-
vide the funds.

The SPEAKER: I think the Premier

Sir

Mr.

has answered the question.

Charles Court: There is consider-
able doubt about that.

TIURUNGA
Parliament House Grounds

GRAYDEN, to the Premier:
Does he realise that any support
of a bogus tjurunga stone in the
grounds of Parliament House
must jnevitably mean that if the
object is accepted as a tiurunga,
Aboriginal women and children
and all uninitiated Aboriginal men
will be excluded forever from the
precinets of Parllament House?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yesterday as I was just entering
the Chamber I was handed iwo
questions which the honourable
member proposed to ask me with-
out notice. One of them was a
question very similar to the one
he has now asked. I declined to
answer the question yesterday and
asked him to place it on the notice
paper. I was therefore surprised
this morning to find that the hon-
ourable member had not placed
that question on the notice paper
but had placed a different one
which he had not asked yesterday.
So, in anticipation that he might
raise the matter again today with-
out notice I asked my secretary to
get in touch with Mr. Jack Davis
to whom 1 intended to refer the
question asked by the member for
South Perth in order to find out
just what he thought about the
assertions being made.

My secretary tried several times
during the day but, unfortunately,
I was Informed that Mr. Davis
was at = conference and would
not be available.

I must ask that this question be
placed on the notice paper in
order to give me the opportunity
to verify or disprove what the
member for South Perth has now
asserted.

Mr, GRAYDEN: The Premier is mis-

represeniing me. I handed in
two questions but one is not on
the notice paper; it has been lost
in transit,

The SPEAKER: There is no point of

order.

9. DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT

AND DECENTRALISATION

Foreshadowed Location of Office

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Development and Decentralisation:

Is the Minister yet in a paositicn
to make an announcement about
the foreshadowed location of an
office of his department, or some-
thing related thereto, in connec-
tion with decentralisation, outside
the metropoiitan area?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:

Unfortunately, not at the moment,
because the Chairman of the Pub-
lic Service Board is golng into
the matter of the degree of staff-
ing. In addition to that, it is
necessary to have some residen-
tial accommodation for the person
concerned.

T would prefer that no announce-
ment be made until all these mat-
ters ure finalised. I hope that
this will be in the course of the
next week or so.

TIURUNGA

Parliament House Grounds

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Premier:

Yesterday the Premier said he had
no notice of my intention to ask
a question notwithstanding that
I had handed it to him.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: No you did not.
Mr. GRAYDEN: The question was

handed to the Premier prior to his
coming into the House.

I ask the Premier whether he re-
calls writing to me on the 13th
October, 1972, a letter which reads,
in part, as follows—

I am informed that the
stone referred to in your ques-
tions was not buried in the
ground, but a piece of wood
was buried. It was made by
an old man (now deceased) in
the Western Desert many
years ago. This piece of wood
was in the possession of Mr.
Davis prior to the ceremony
at which it was buried.
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The stone was just a piece
of plain flat stone with no abo-
riginal significance attached
to it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member cannot read a letter
in asking a question without notice.
GRAYDEN: Does the Premier not
recall having written to me along
those lines? In these circumstan-
ces, how can he claim that he had
no notice of the question?

. J. T. TONKIN replled:

The member for South Perth
seems determined to endeavour to
show that I am not dealing with
the situation precisely as it is.
Firstly, the honourable member
di‘lj not hand me any questions at
all.

Mr.

Mr. Grayden: But a member of the
staff of this House did because I

asked him to.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: A servant of the
House, standing at the Bar of the
House—

Mr. Grayden: Waiting for you!
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: —handed me the
questions when the second bell
was sbout to stop ringing and I
was coming to my seat.

. Grayden: You had half an hour to
read it.

.J. T, TONKIN: That is why IsaidI
virtually——*virtually" was the word
I used—had no notice of the gues-
tion. I repeat that this was the
situation.

The next step is that the hon-
ourable member asked only one
of the two questions.

Mr. Grayden: I gave two to the Clerk.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is not the prac-
tice in this House for Ministers to
get up of their own volition and
answer questions without notice
which are not put to them by the
honourable member who wants
them answered.

Mr. Thompson: We had trouble getting
the ones we asked answered.

J. T. TONKIN: I repeat that, al-
though the honourable member
handed two questions to a servant
of the House, he asked only one
of them. In reply to the question
he asked I said that he should
place it on the notice paper. How-
ever, that question does not appear
on the notice paper.

. Grayden: Because someone has
lost it.

Mr.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier
will be seated. 'The member for
South Perth will keep order. The
Premier is answering his question.
The Premier!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I repeat that the
question which I suggested the
member for South Perth should
place on the notice paper did not
appear on the notice paper.

Mr. Grayden: Check your own depart-
ment and find out what happened.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Nor was it sent to
my department for me to answer.
However, the questlon which the
honourable member did not ask
yesterday was put on the notice
paper and this is the one which
I answered this afternoon.

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Thursday Evenings: Ministerial Statement

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier}
{538 p.m.1: I would like to make a state-
ment about the sittings of Parliament to-

anorrow evening and on subsequent Thurs-
ays.

The SPEAKER.: The Premier seeks per-
mission to make a statement regarding the
times of sitting for tomorrow and subse-
quent Thursdays. If there is a dissentient
voice, leave will not be granted. As there
is no dissentient voice, leave is granted.

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: I wish to deal with
the nex{ three Thursdays. We do rot
propose to sit after tea tomorrow. The
following Thursday will be Easter eve,

8ir Charles Court: No.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is appreciated
that members would not want te sit on
Easter eve. In addition, we will not be
sitting during Easter week. Consequently,
we will not be sitting after tea on three
Thursdays; namely, tomorrow, Easter eve,
and the Thursday which falls in Easter
week. Of course, we will not be sitting
at all during Easter week.

Sir Charles Court: There is the 5th,
the 12th, and the 19th, The 19th is Easter
eve,

Mr. Hutchinson: What about the 12th?

Sir Charles Court: We are not sitting
on any Thursday before Easter?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have mentioned
the three Thursdays; namely, tomorrow,
Easter eve, and the Thursday which falls
in Easter week.

Sir Charles Court: Do we sit after tea
on the 12th?

Mr. Nalder: Tomorrow week we will sit
after tea?
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, unless it is de-
clded otherwise In the meantime. I would
not want fo take members by surprise,
but I will let them know if there is any
change ir the Government's plans. We
will not sit after tea tomorrow, on Easter
eve.kor the Thursday which falls in Easter
week.

BILLS (5): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Distressed Persons Relief Trust Bill.

2. Government Employees’ Houstng Act
Amendment Blil.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
J. T. Tonkin (Premier}, and read a
first time.

3. Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment Bill.

Bill Introduced, on motion by Mr.
Davies (Minister for Town Plan-
ning), angd read a first time.

4. Hospltals Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Davies (Minister for Health), and
read a first time,

5, Sick Leave Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Taylor (Minister for Labour), and
read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Molion

Debate resumed, from the 3rd April, on
the following motion by Mr. Bateman—

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency’s Speech be
agreed to—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislatlve Assembly of
the Parllament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Graclous Soverelgn,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR, HARMAN (Maylands) [543 pm.):
Along with other members, I wish to con-
gratulate the member for Blackwood upon
his election to Parllament. I hope his
sojourn here is a happy, frultful, and re-
warding one for him.

With the change in the State Govern-
ment in 1971 and in the Federal Govern-
ment in December, 1972, both Governments
are of a Labor complexion. We now have
the opportunity to compare and contrast
policles and the manner in which the two
Governments went about deciding various
issues.

One of the issues, which is fundamenial
to Australlans, is that of land and housing.
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The previous Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernments adopted a policy of not taking a
great deal of action in respect of land
prices. They also restricted Government
expenditure in home building.

Mr. O'Neil: We had the highest home
bullding rate In the world.

Mr. HARMAN: The Government's in-
action forced a great many people to
borrow finance for home building at very
high rates.

Mr. O'Neil: The bhuilding rate was 17
units per 1,000 of population,

Mr. HARMAN: By contrast both the
State Labor Government and the present
Australian Labor Government have moved
to restrict the land price spiral in this
State.

Mr. Rushton: What have they done?

Mr. HARMAN: I will tell the honour-
able member what has been done In this
State. The amount of land coming onto
the market has been increased.

Mr. Rushton: The State Government
has not done that.

Mr. HARMAN: The Government has
ensured that the areas are serviced so
that subdivided land may be brought onto
the market.

Mr. Rushton: That was happening be-
fore the Government ever came to office.

Mr. HARMAN: Members will have seen
that the State Government took action
last year to change the method of selling
land. A ballot system was introduced In
an endeavour to curb land prices.

Mr. O'Nell: Ballots were trled in our
time and they were not very successful.

Mr. Rushton: Tell us about the State
Government.

The SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. HARMAN: The Federal Government
has formed an Urban Land Commission
50 that in each State the Commonwealth
can set the machinery into motion to pur-
chase land, subdivide it, service it, and
sell it at a reasonable price.

Mr. O'Nell: They are golng to give 1t
away!

Mr. HARMAN: The State Labor Gov-
ernment has Increased the income eligi-
bility level for people wishing to buy or
rent commission houses.

Mr. O'Neill: The Commonwealth and
State Housing Agreement reduces it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARMAN: A person who may not
have qualified for State housing assistance
previously because of his income, ¢can now
qualify if his income is below the top sal-
ary paid to a tradesman,
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Mr. O'Neil; The Federal Minister for
Housing wants to evict people when their
income rises above so much per week. That
is in the proposals.

Mr. HARMAN: A greater number of
people will now have access to State Hous-
ing Commission assistance at a much lower
rate of interest than is available privately.

Mr. O'Neil: The Federal Minister for
Housing wants to evict them.

Mr. HARMAN: This applies to people
wishing to purchase or rent homes. The
Australian Government proposes to provide
housing finance for needy people at 4 per
cent. to the States. The machinery and the
manner by which this process will be car-
ried out is already under discussion with
the State Ministers. Another conference
will be held in Adelaide tomorrow to dis-
cuss the machinery necessary to implement
the scheme.

Mr. O’Neil: They tossed the proposals
out two weeks ago.

Mr. HARMAN: This is part of an overall
plan to provide cheaper land and better
homes at lower interest rates. The Austra-
lian Government has already hinted—

Mr. Rushton: It has done plenty of that.

Mr. HARMAN: —at a possible increase
in bank loans and a reduction in bank in-
terest rates. What a contrast between the
last two years under a Labor Government
in this State and the 12 years prior to 1971!
What a contrast between the last few
months and the 23 years before that in the
Federal sphere!

Mr. Rushton: We never before enjoyed
such stability.

Mr. HARMAN: Look at what happened
in the 1960s. I am always amazed that the
Liberal Party continues to claim that it is
the pecple’s party and its job is to help
the people. Look at what the Liberal Party
did in the 1960s.

At that time the Commonwealth Bank
imposed a limit of $9,000 on money to be
made available to home builders at ibhe
lowest housing interest rate. We must
remember that this restriction was imposed
against a background of rising land and
building costs. People who had saved a little
money for a deposit were unable to obtain
a loan from the bank.

Mr. Rushton: That was not the only in-
stitution lending money for houses.

Mr. HARMAN: The Commanwealth Gov-
ernment did not take any action and a
vacuum was created. This vacuum was
filled by the permanent building societies
which were able to attract investment
moneys by providing an attractive interest
rate. The building societies used a percent-
agetof the interest to cover administrative
costs.

My own views op this matter are sup-
ported by the Federal Secretary of the
Commonwealth Bank Officers’ Association
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in a document entitled, "Housing Finance
and Urban Development”, This document
was circulated to all members of Parlia-
ment in November of last year. Mr. Jones
5ays—

During the many months that our
research has taken we found it neces-
sary to include a study of urban dg-
velopment because here again—but
more particularly in some States—the
little man has been forced to pay a
price far beyond his capacity. Our
close and detailed study has satisfied
us that the Australian public pays to-
day an unnecessarily high price for
both land and housing finance, a sad
reflection of the inaction of our Gov-
ernments in various States, and par-
ticularly the Commonwealth.

When we read of the large amounts which
the building socleties have been able to
lend for housing in Australia we can ap-
preciate the great contribution they have
made to home building. We cannot be too
critical of the building societies because
they have operated in a field which was
created by the inaction of the Common-
wealth Government—the Liberal Govern-
ment. I might add that I did not see any
strong approaches being made by the State
Liberal Government to the Federal Liberal
Government to do something to increase
the maximum loan available through the
Ceommonwealth Bank or to attempt to re-
duce the interest rate.

Members must also be aware of the
contrast between the administrative
charges of the banks and the building
societies on home finance. A bank ar-
ranges its own mortgage, veluation, and
documents. The interest is calculated on
what are termed monthly rests,. The bhank
does not charge interest until the money
has actually been lent. Of course, the
building societies charge an application
fee, a valuation fee, and a fee for insuring
the mortgage with the Housing Loans In-
surance Corporation. The building socie-
ties commence charging interest from the
date of the approval of the loan even
when the money remains with the society
for two, three, or four months while the
house is being completed. The mortgagor
must pay interest on the loan even though
the money has not been used. As well as
this the building societies calculate in-
terest on a three-monthly-rest system. This
means that the mortgagor is paying in-
terest on money which he has paid to the
society but which is credited to his account
only four times a year.

The Government of Western Australia
is anxious to provide housing finance as
cheaply as possible. In the Labor Party’s
policy speech we made certein statements
which set out our views about building
societies, On becoming the Government
we asked the Building Socleties Advisory
Committee to examine a number of aspects
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including interest rates and other charges.
The committee considered the matter and
subsequently s report was tabled in this
House by the Minister for Housing on the
10th August, 1972. Quite recently the Pre-
mier gave notice of his intention this ses-
sion to introduce amending legislation in
regard to building societies. That is our
record on housing and land since we be-
came the Government. If members com-
pare our record with the record of the
previous Liberal Government—

Mr. Rushton: You have absolutely noth-
ing to speak about on those two items.

Mr. HARMAN: —they will agree we have
something to be proud of.

I wish to dwell for & moment on the
matter raised by the member for Kimber-
ley. Unfortunately I belleve he did not do
hls. case a preat deal of good by attempting
to introduce an element of politics into the
situation in the Kimberley. I regard the
situation there as being quite serious.

When we look at the history of the
Aborigines in the Kimberley during recent
years, I believe it is not a question of
placing the blame upon this Government
or the previous Government. What hap-
pened, of course, was that in 1968 the
Federal pastoral award was introduced
into the Kimberley. Immediately a re-
trenchment of Aborigines from the stations
occulred, and the only places these men
could go were the nearby towns. Of
course, there was insufficient work avail-
able in those towns.

If I wished to play politics I could refer
the honourable memhber to a speech I made
in 1968 predicting that this drift into the
towns would occur. On that particular
occasion I invited the then Government to
set up a committee composed of representa-
tives of the Department of Labour, the
Commonwealth Department of Labour and
National Service, the Pastoralists and
Gragiers Association, and the unions. I
suggested that the committee could in-
vestigate the unemployment situation
which I felt may occur in the Kimberley
as a result of the introduction of the Fed-
eral pastoral award. However, I do not
wish to play politics on this occasion-—we
all know what happened. The Aborigines
are being attracted to the towns in the
Kimberley and there is insufficient work
available.

As the member for Kimberley said, we
know that a great number of the Abori-
gines are overindulging in alcohol. Obvious-
ly they have too much time on their hands
and they have money available through
social services.

I am assured by the new Minister for
Community Welfare that he is very con-
cerned about the problem raised by the
member for Kimberley, and that he is en-
deavouring to do something constructive
about jt. I believe we should get behind
the Minister and try to do something

worth while. Rather than our criticising
the Government and the Aborigines, we
should try o be constiructive and solve the
problem. I fully sgree with the member
for Kimbherley when he stressed the serious-
ness of the problem.

The next matter I wish fo raise is that
during the debate on the Estlmates in
November, 1972, I outlined to the mem-
bers of this Chamber some reasons why
we ought to be thinking about peace and
what action we should be taking to demon-
strate we are not just dreaming of peace.
At that time I indicated my support for
several organisations which were endeav-
ouring to promote the establishment of a
chalr of peace studles at the new Murdech
University. At the time I requested the
Government and the Murdoch University
Planning Board to consider this proposal.

The academic approach to peace studies
and peace research is relatively new. In
recent years nations have been lpath to
provide funds for peace research and
peace studies, but have been able to pro-
vide extraordinary amounts of finance to
produce weapons and arms. However.
there now seems to be a glimmer of hope.
Support for peace research and peace
studies 1s becoming fashionable. The first
peace research laboratory of which I have
knowledge was commenced by Professor
Letts in St. Louis, Missouri, in the United
States of America In the early 1950s.
Throughout the world there are now some
80 peace research centres and over 200
peace courses are being conducted in the
U.S.A.; there are chairs of peace studies
also in that country, and in the Nether-
lands, France, Norway, Sweden, Japan,
and just recently the latest chair of peace
studies was established at the Bradford
University in England.

In some countries peace learning forms
part of the curricula for children attend-
ing primary and secondary schools. When
we turn to Australia our record in this
field is not cne of which we can be proud.
However, as I have sald, there Is a glim-
mer of hope. When speaking at the annual
mass for peace at St. Mary's Cathedral In
Perth on the 12th January this year,
Archbishop Goody had this to say—

The establishment of a chair of
peace at the Murdoch University
woutld be an intellectual step forward
of the greates{ importance.

Mr. Gayfer: It could help in this House
at times, too.

Mr. HARMAN: Yes, no doubi. Similar
comments were voiced by the W.A. Council
of Churches, the Anglican Synod, the
Rabbl of the Temple David, and the con-
ference of the Church of Christ; they have
all supported the proposal for establishing
a chair of peace studies at the Murdoch
University.
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Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARMAN: Professor Geoffrey
Blainey, of the University of Melbourne,
has just completed a study of more than
100 wars fought over the past 200 years.
Recently he spoke on the AB.C. pro-
gramme, “Guest of Honour”, during which
he made one or two comments which I
think 1 should draw to the atiention of
members. He commenced by saying—

A few years ago I started looking
for explanations of peace. They are
not all that easy to find. The last
seven volumes of the New Carmnbridge
Madern History, fat volumes covering
history since 1700, have not one refer-
ence in their index under the entry
PEACE.

At the conclusion of his address he made
the following statement—

I think it’s fair to say that thuough-
out the world the serious research into
the causes of war and of peace is on
a disappointingly small scale. The re-
search is even on a humble scale com-
pared to many relatively trivial flelds
of medicine and health. And yet war
is a much more formidable research
11;;51: than, say, cancer or ocean polin-

on.

Later on he said—

This 1s 1973 but the telstar passes
unnoticed; we are still in the groove
of the gramophone.

On the same A.B.C. “Guest of Honour” pro-
gramme, on the 4th March, 1973, a person
known as Monsignor Kent, who is the
Chaplain of London University and a noted
peacemaker of the present day, made the
point that nations talked of peace and
practised war.

He instanced the lack of comment from
highly placed world Christians when Presi-
dent Nixon ordered the bombing of North
Vietnam at the end of 1972, At the end of
his address Monsignor Kent made this
comment, and I would mention that at this
time he was atiending the 49th Euchar-
istic Congress held in Melbourne—

For instance, how about a really im-
aginative leap forward. At Melbourne
I suggested that there might be a real
memarial of the Congress—an ecu-
menically founded, substantially
funded, International Centre devoted
to World Peace, and open to all men
of good will. T don't just mean a centre
of academic research. I mean some-
thing action orientated, training
peace tearns, mediators, confliet ex-
perts. A centre to which at popular
level we could turn for impartial in-
formation about the dangers of war,
the risks of the ever madder arma-
ment race, a place which could give
early warning to men of good will
about explosive situations of injustice
which could lead to war. We have
enough cathedrals and churches and
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altars. Let those of us who say we
love one another prove it with our
cash. The Australian International
Peace Centre. Mad? I don't think so.
Take your opportunity. Your moment
is now.
I could go onh quoting statements made by
a number of eminent persons throughout
the warld who, at every opportunity, are
nressing the need for peace studies and
peace research.

I am now pleased fo inform the Cham-
her that the State Parliamentary Labor
Party has agreed to ask the Government
to make urgent and early representations
to the Commonwealth Government for a
grant to be made available to enable the
Murdoch University to establish a depart-
ment of peace studies.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARMAN: In addition, the Minister
for Education has been requested to con-
sult with the Murdoch University Planning
Board with a view to including peace stud-
ies and research at the earliest possible
moment. I understand that the full details
of this decision will be made avallable by
the Premier at a later stage. However, 1
am sure all members of Parllament will
welcome the declsion we have made, and
indeed, the public of Western Australia
will als¢ welcomne this action.

The successful concluslon of our
approaches will be a magnificent achieve-
ment for Perth and Western Australia as
a whole. It would he a mecca for students
and peace researchers all aver the world.
In turn, we will be starting to practice
peace and I hope beginning to see—

Mr. Rushton: Are you going to send
trade unionists over there?

Mr. HARMAN: What a pathetic inter-
jection that is! I hope we will begin to
see the fulfilment of a wish of George
Washington when he said, "My first wish
is to see this plague of mankind—war—
banished from this earth.”

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) (6.10 p.m.1:
The subject matter before the House at
present s, of course, the Address-in-Reply
to the Speech made by His Excellency the
Governor. During all the years 1 have
been a member of this House—which is
over 20—I have never before heard such a
lot of tripe and rubbish from members of
the Opposition. It must be very pleasing
to our Premier and our Ministers to know
that the least the Opposition could bring
forward this session was all the tripe and
rubbish to which I have just referred. In
addition, in tonight's issue of the Daily
News can be seen a report by an economics
advisory body which has been referred to
by some speakers, and we know that these
men do not idly express their views in the
Press and that a newspaper such as the
Daily News does not publish such state-
ments unless there is truth in them.
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It 15 for that reason that I say the
Premier should be able to congratulate
himself on the progress that has been made
by his Government in the past two years.
Wwe know that in the first 12 months of
the Government assuming office Western
Australia was in a state of recession; there
is no question about that. I will not blame
the previous Brand-Nalder Government
for that state of recession, although it may
have contributed to it a little, The reces-
sion was, of course, mainly due to the fall-
jing prices of primary products and to un-
employment which occurred mainly in the
Eastern States and over which this State
had no control. It is pleasing to see that
we have apparently turned the corner and
are now on the way to becoming the pro-
gressive State that we should be.

Turning to matters that interest the
people in my electorate, I have to mention
some of the questions I have raised in this
Chamber over the years. The first is the
deepening of Geraldton Harbour and im-
proving the harbour facilities for the ex-
port of products from that very rich dis-
trict. We know now that the Geraldton
Harbour Board is pursuing a policy of
deepening the harbour with the intention
of making it possible for much larger ships
to load to the maximum and so obviate
their having to come to Fremantle to top
up their cargo with other produets.

When we come to consider the export of
iron ore and other minerals from the Port
of Geraldten we know that the existing
harbour would never be satisfactory for
this purpose hecause of the large amount
of money that would be required to deepen
the harbour to such an extent that it could
accommodate the large ships which sought
to enter it to take away the iron ore. At
present there is & plan at the Public Works
Department for the establishment of
another port further along the coast, about
10 or 12 miles from Geraldton, at what is
known as Point Moore at the mouth of
the Buller River. It is often referred to
as Drummond’s Cove, but Drummond's
Cove Is a small settlement which is fre-
quented by holiday makers. It is purely
8 camping resort and the deep water
necessary for the establishment of a suit-
able port is a little further along the
coast at Point Moore.

The Government has taken action to
throw a bianket over a large area of land
in that vicinity which takes in a great
denl of the old market gardens which were
used for the growing of tomatoes, which
area used to be in my electorate. It is
planned that this land will be used for the
establishment of future harbour facilities,
and there are other tracts which can be
used by those who wish to establish fac-
tories.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.
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Mr. SEWELL: Before the tea sus-
pension I had mentioned the intended
water facilities in the vieinity of the Buller
River, I also referred to the bhlanket that
had been thrown over the land in that area
which comprises about 2,000 acres. This
has been reserved for the use of industry
later. I think the Government should be
congratulated on the fact that it has
thrown this blanket over the area men-
tioned for the future use of industry.

A great deal of atiention to the Gerald-
ton area has been paid by outside interests,
This relates not only to rural land but also
to land in the town itself. We have some
of the bigger firms in the metropolitan
area interesting themselves in this land.
There is of course, also a shopping complex,
ete., and this all helps to put up the price
of land to the ordinary individual. To date,
however, we have not been too badly
tgeated by speculators, nor do we want to

e.

The main reason for the new harbour
would be for the purpose of exporting min-
erals which are now being found in the
areas serviced by the Port of Geraldton.
I refer firstly to the mineral sands at En-
eabba. We understand from the statement
made by the Minister that from Jurien Bay
to Geraldton on the coast we have mineral
sands that can be treated and exported.

I would like to quote from The Gerald-
ton Guardian of Saturday, the 17th March.
I might add that The Geraldton Guardian
itself js a good indication of the progress
that is being made in the district generally
because the paper in gathering its news
and reporting it generally is certainly very
unbiased. With your permission, Sir, I
would like to guote what the Minister for
Decentralisation had to say on the 16th
March, 1973, This was reported in the
paper of Saturday, the 17th March. The
Minister was referring to the Eneabba com-
plex and the pilot plant costing $3,800,000
which is to be built at Barrambie. The
mineral sands at Jurien Bay will be treated
in the first instance on the site at Eneabba,
and I understand the plant will be opened
on Friday by the Premier and the Minister.

After treatment the mineral sands will
be transported by road train to the Port of
Geraldton and this is all to the good. As I
have said a pilot plant costing $3,800,000 is
to be built at Barrambie, 280 miles east of
Geraldton and some 30 miles north of
Sandstone, The report in the Press reads—

A throughput of 500,000 tons of min-
eral concentrates a year is planned
from the complex.

Mr. Graham advised that officials of
Perrovanadium Corporation had talked
to the State Government about setting
up a full-scale mining and processing
operation at Barrambie and Geraldton.
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The initial feasibility study had been
completed and the pilot plant will test
the treatment process on an industrial
basis following laboratory and small-
scale testing,

Mr. Graham said that, if the major
plant was built later, a wet processing
plant would be built at Barrambie, to-
gether with a pipeline and electric
furnace and chemiecal treatment plant
near Geraldton.

The mineral concentrates would be
piped from Barrambie to Geraldton
through a slurry pipe of 5 in. diameter,
thus overcoming handling problems
and any dust nuisance.

As many as 500 people could be em-
ployed in this complex, which could
have a metal production of up to $32
million a year.

Now we can understand why the outside
financial institutions are taking such an
interest in Geraldton itself. We have to de-
pend mainly on primary production which
we hope will continue, but 16 is interesting
to note, however, that the minerals con-
cerned will be shipped through the Port of
Geraldton. Apart from this, of course, we
have the Weld Range fron ore. We hope
that the day is not far distant when finance
will be made available by the people inter-
ested and concerned for the purpose of set-
ting up an integrated iron ore plant in that
area with a view to exporting our iron ore
to the northern eountries of Europe

I am glad ta be able {0 report that a
deposit of talc has been found at Mt. Sea-
brook. We understand that the tale in this
area will be treated in the metropolitan
area and exported from Fremantle, There
is a considerable amouni of talc in this
deposit but it is disappointing to the people
in the Geraldton area to know that the talc
from Seabrook will be exported.

Much has been said in the last couple of
years about the new high school at Gerald-
ton. We now have Lhe assurance of the
Minister and the Government that another
hieh school will be built in the town in 1975,
For the information of members, and hav-
ing discussed this matter with the member
for Greenough, I would point cut that the
new high school will actually be built in
the Greenough electorate, The growth of
the population in the Greenough electorate
has meant that it has gradually cut right
into the town of Geraldton. I mention this
aspect hecause it might seem strange to
those who do not know any different that
a high school for Geraldton should be built
in the Greenough electorate.

I can assure members that the school is
badly needed and we hope it will be com-
pleted in 1975. A good site has been set
aside for the school and we trust that
everything will go along well so far as fi-
nance is concerned.
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From my observation of all the State
schools and private schools in Geraldton
I would say that they are being conducted
very well indeed. The grounds of both the
State and private schools are kept in good
order, and the education facilities in Ger-
aldton -itself are second to none in the
State. I only hope this will continue, be-
cause there are those among us who would
like to see Geraldton become a centre of
education and one of the focal points in
this regard.

Over the last three or four years the new
regional gacl has been a hardy annual so
far as I am concerned. The previous Mini-
ster (Mr. Craig) promised that we would
have a new regional gaol, yet now we un-
derstand that Geraldton is to be excluded
from the plans for new gaols.

From the information given us it would
appear that the old Vietoria District Hos-
pital which may have been used as a reg-
ional hospital was more or less upgraded
angd has continued to be used as a regional
prison. I am one of those who do not agree
with this. I think the regional gacl should
be built on the site that was originally
chosen for this purpose on the Chapman
River. I feel that the old Victoria District
Hospital which is now used as a Teg-
ional prison could be converted into what
we always intended that it should he when
we get our new regional hospital—that is,
a home for our aged people.

I would like the Government to take note
that the people of Geraldton are not very
happy about the fact that we will not get
a regional gacl, but that the old hospital
will be updated for this purpose.

We all know that we depend very heavily
on primary production. It is all very well to
talk about jron ore and other minerals but
primary production is a very important part
of eur economy.

Anyone who lives in a country town—
particularly a town like Geraldton, North-
am, Bunbury, or Albany—would have not-
jced the vast improvement since the in-
crease jin the price of wool. I refer, of
course, to the improvement in the spending
power of the people.

The people must have money to spend; to
buy things made by other people to enable
them to make a living. So even though we
urge that advantage be taken of our
mineral deposits we must not forget prim-
ary production and its importance to this
State,

Fortunately for Geraldton and also for
Western Australia we are favoured with
very good climatic conditlons so far as
cereals, wool, and wheat are concerned.
Last year we had a very good season and
we trust this will be repeated in the coming
Vear.

Each vear, and perhaps two or three
tlmes a year, I have directed the Govern-
ment’s attentlion to the water supplies of
the State generally. 1 cannot see why
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those who are responsible for this aspect
do not pay more attention to the conserva-
tlon of the water supplies of this State;
because it has been said over and over
again that the population both of humans
and antmals will be governed by the ex-
tent to which we conserve water to enable
1t to ]be utilised for the benefit of stock and
people.

Some time ago—1I think it was last year
—I can recall reading in the Press that
the Minister for Development and Decen-
tralisation had written to a local avthority
in this State and polnted out that its atti-
tude was rather parochial., I know that
the Geraldton Town Council agreed with
the Minister on that occasion, and I
understand the council congratulated him
on what he sald. The Geraldton Town
Council always considers the interests of
the State ln general and I am pleased to
be able to place on record that it has
done a very good job for the town and the
district of Geraldton.

We are aware that there has been much
criticism of local authoritles but, as I have
said, the Geraldton Town Council is worthy
of pralse because of the work It has done
towards the advancement of Geraldton.
The same applies, to a lesser degree, to
the Greenough Shire Council and to our
local tourist bureay, both of which
have done a very good job. Last, but not
least, I refer to our Sunshine Festival
Committee and other simllar organisations
in the town of Geraldton which all work
for the betterment of the town and the
distriet.

MR, LAPHAM (Karrinyvup) [7.47 pm.]1:
I will not keep the House for any great
lenegth of time but I feel I should refer to
a matter which concerns us all. I feel
also that each of us, in turn, considers
that he is an expert on traffic and trafiic
safety. Over the years my experience has
been that as soon as & person learns how
to handle a gear lever and is able to
change gears, and perhaps steer a vehicle
—rather than drive it—he considers he is
a driving expert. This seems to apply
whether the person concerned merely
travels from his home to his place of
employment each day, or whether he
drives continuously on country or metro-
politan roads or both.

My remarks are not Intended to be criti-
cal of the present Government, or of any
previous Government; nor are they in-
tended to be critical of any act of omlission
or commission. However, I feel we should
have a general rethinking in relation to
traffic. In my opinion irafic has grown
like Tapsy in a higgledy-piggledy fashion,

Not many years ago there was little
traffic on our roadways and, as a conse-
quence, traffic confrol was considered to
be of minor importance only. The police
were the controlling authority, and the
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traffic authority usually had, as the person
in charge, a policeman who had served the
major portion of his life in law enforce-
ment in the Police Force. Because of
impending retirement, and perhaps to help
him to secure a few additlonal superan-
nuation units, he was usually appointed to
the back-water, which was traffic control.

To some extent, this attitude is reflected
in the Traffic Act. It is a major Act but
it is almost Impossible for any average
person to understand 1t. As a matter of
fact, I doubi whether there are many
people In the legal profession who fully
understand the Traffic Act.

Mr. Hartrey: Oh, 1t 1s not so incompre-
hensible as that.

Mr. LAPHAM: Well, 1t is difficult to
understand. I think the honourable mem-
ber will admit to that.

Mr. Hartrey: Yes, I will admit to that.

Mr. LAPHAM: The Traffic Act is one
which has grown up gradually. If seems
that each year we introduce another aspect
of traffic control, but we never seem to take
anything away from the Act, We usually
add to the Act or introduce new regula-
tions.

Mr. Nalder: The Minister for Local Gov-
ernment intends to do that this year.

Mr, LAPHAM: 1 feel it s necessary to do
what one can as far as the Act is con-
cerned, because traffic and its control is a
serious preblem. We are killing too many
people on our reads; I think everyone would
admit that.

Mr. Nalder: I do not think you should
say we are killing them: they are killing
themselves.

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, to some extent they
are killing themselves.

Our present legislation does not help
the uninitiated to understand what he
should do. All a person has to do to obtain
a driver’s license is to learn how to handle
a gear lever and how to steer a vehicle.
In many cases A person dees noi learn how
to handle a gear lever because of automatic
transmissions.

Mr. Nalder: Do you not think that many
cars are too powerful?

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, but I will deal with
that aspect a litile later. When a person
passes an examination he receives a proba-
tionary license, and a ‘“P” plate, The '"P”
plate should indicate to other drivers on the
roads that the driver of the car displaying
that plate is not an experienced driver, but
is, in fact, a learner-driver. If there were
any courtesy on the road a person dis-
playing a "P” plate would recelve some
assistance. Competent drivers would
attempt to assist such a driver with court-
eous gestures. A learner-driver should be
51\gen some degree of help by other average

rivers.
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Mr. Nalder: It seems that some people
who display the “P” plate consider they
have some advantage because it means
“Please pass”!

Mr. LAPHAM: I think the bulk of the
learner-drivers who display “P” plates are
trying {0 do thelr best in accordance with
what they have been taught. However, in
many cases a person with a probationary
license considers that he has a right to the
road, the same as any other person. It
seems that the younger drivers want to
show the older drivers what they can do.

This brings me to the question of
whether a driver's license should be consid-
ered to be the right of any individual or
whether it should be considered a privilege.
I feel it is a matter of privilege. A person
should not hold a driver’s license if he is
not psychologically fitted to have it. This
is one aspect which we, in our legisiative
efforts, have not as yet considered. How-
ever, it is overdue for consideration. It will
be found that on many occasions the swivel
chalr experts deal with the question of
those people in the 60 to 70-year-old
bracket. Those experts clalm that elderly
people should go before medical practition-
ers before their driver's lcenses are re-
newed. The idea is that the people con-
cerned should be tested for sight, hearing,
signs of epilepsy, and for various other dis-
abilitles. However, as yet no method has
been designed to establish whether or not
a person {s psychologically fitted to recelve
a driver’s license whether young or old.

. Mr. Harirey: That applies to marriage
licenses also.

Mr. LAPHAM: I do not think there is
any psychological test for marriage; that
is purely a matter of hit or miss.

Mr. Graham: Hit, or misses!?

Mr. LAPHAM: We find that a high
percentage of drivers involved in accidents
are in the 17 to 25-year-old group. That
seems to be the dangerous period of life for
a person driving a vehicle. Those people are
generally fit and usually they have a good
reflex action, but very few of them under-
stand even how to place a car on the road
to avold an accident.

Quite often T drive on the Freeway and
I notice young people driving a couple of
car lengths behind the vehicle in front of
them, frequently at a speed above the
maximum. In those circumstances, if one
car happens to stop quickly there is usually
a collision. Such accidents demonstrate a
sheer lack of ability to drive correctly.

An inexperienced driver can feel quite
safe while travelling at a high speed on a
country road. However, the moment he
moves too close to the edge of the road
and gets into some gravel he is in trouble.

Another traffic hazard occurs when the
first rains fall after the summer perlod.
There is usually a spate of accidents be-
cause vehicles do not stop as quickly as
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they normally do on the dry roads. We
will always have slippery roads to some
degree and perhaps the authorities are at
fault in this regard.

In the early days of the Preeway it had
a rough surface. Subsequently, through re-
surfacing it became much smoother and
also it became much more dangerous. I
have driven for long enough to know a
slippery surface from a good road surface.
When the Freeway surface was changed to
a hotmix surface one could feel a loss of
adhesion between the tyres and the road.
I feel we should look to the guestion of
having roughened surfaces on our road-
ways.

Mr. Gayfer: You don't think the ofil
from the exhausts has something to do
with that?

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, as a matter of fact
it does have an effect. It will be found
though, that some of the road surfaces have
an oil base and this, perhaps, is where the
failure occurs.

Mr., Gayfer: That is recognised practice.

Mr. LAPHAM: Only recently we Intro-
duced the compulsory use of seat belts.
Candidly, I did not think much of the idea
and I sald so at the time, although I
do not mind the compulsory fitting of
seat belts to motor vehicles. As a matter
of fact, I consider I do not need a seat belt
around the metropolitan and clty areas.
If I felt I did need a seat belt in those areas
I would not drive a car. However, I think
1t is a different matter entirely when one
is driving on a country road because to
keep up with the normal traffic flow I
have found that I have to Increase the
speed of my car considerably.

I think it is advisable to wear a seat
belt when travelling in the vicinity of 60
or 70 miles an hour—not because of any
doubt abput ane’s awn ability to drive safely
but because of the inexperienced “cranks”
on the roads. Although no statistical in-
formation is available, I think the com-
pulsory wearing of seat belts has had
EDTE bearing, not on the accident ratio

ut on—

Mr. Nalder: Fatalities?

Mr. LAPHAM: Not so much on fatalities
as on the injury ratlo. I think the ratio
of frontal injuries sustained by drivers
and passengers has been lessened, but the
compulsory wearing of seat belts has had
some disadvantages. The disadvantage I am
thinking of particularly Is that the young
person who gets into a car and wraps
himself up in a seat belt immedlately feels
that he is on a racing track and he uses
nortnal roadways as racing tracks.

Mr. O'Neil: Do you know of & racing
driver named Syd Schlam?

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes. He was killed at
the speedway.
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Also we recently Introduced into this
House legislation which widened the use
of alcohol. From memeory, the consump-
tion of alcohol in hotels was previously
restricted to those aged 21 and over but
we extended that right to those of 18 years
of age and over. I sald at the time this
provision would be reflected in the number
of traffic accldents, and I think that has
occurred, slthough once again there is no
statistical information on which one can
rely to prove this point.

Mr. Nalder: You are putting up a strong
case for further research,

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes. Research has been
neglected for years. Research should not
be carried out by swivel chair experts. Let
us put it In the hands of the ordlnary
people who have been driving all their lives,
such a3 the commercial traveller, the
farmer who travels a great deal, and the
people who are commercially engaged in
driving, almost full time. Those people
naturally gather relevant information by
experience and they can give us the
answers—not the person who has been a
good president or secretary, or a good
secondhand car salesman, or one following
a pursuit not directly related to almost
continual driving. We want the practical
peaple.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: To whom would you
go for advice about your kidneys?

Mr. LAPHAM: I would g0 to a medical
practitioner.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: You would go to en
expert.

Mr. LAPHAM: That is right.

Mr. O'Nell: One does not become an
expert merely through practice.

Mr. LAPHAM: As far as traffic is con-
cerned, let us bypass the swivel chair
experts and find some practical people.

Mr. Thompson: Is it not a fact that
the death toll, expressed as & percentage
of vehicles on the road, is falling?

Mr. LAPHAM: I do not think it is fall-
ing, elthough perhaps it has not increased
alarmingly, There are two schools of
thought in this matter. Let us assume
the accident ratic has remained stagnant.
It is still & high ratio and I think we can
do a lot better than we have daone.

Mr. Thompson: It is still too high but
it is in fact falling.

Mr. LAPHAM: I would not say it Is
falling.

Mr. Gayfer: Half of those cars are
second cars which are parked in garages.

Mr. Rushton: New Zealand and Sweden
have good systems which are different
from ours.
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Mr. LAPHAM: I do not think there are
any good systems in the world. We send
experts to different countries—

Mr. W. G. Young: And they come buck
confused.

Mr. LAPHAM: That is right. Under
those circumstances, I do not think we
can look to other countries for solutions.
We should look to ourselves and find out
where the problem is. Candidly, I have
often thought one of our greatest problems
is that we have not a simplified traffic
code. It is difficult to say what is a sim-
plified traffic code but, offhand, I would
say one of the rules should be, "Thou shalt
not have an accldent.”

How can we attack this problem? In
the main, by prudent driving. One should
not have aceidents. I remember giving
in this House in 1957 a lecture about driv-
ing and I had a prang the next day—the
first ever. I hope that will not happen
to me again tomorrow.

Mr. Nalder: Did someone run into you?

Mr. LAPHAM: Perhaps it was a dead
heat. I must admit that had I been
concentrating on the job I was doing there
would not have been an accident.

Mr, Nalder: I though you were going to
say, “Hnd I been travelling a bit faster”.

Mr. LAPHAM: The other individual was
in the wrong and I was in the right ac-
cording to the law, but not according to
my conscience, Daily one sees instances
of a driver turning his head around to talk
to his passenger. If such a person realised
the distance he travelled during this action
he would not do it, but one cannot seem to
convince people of these things,

Mr. E. H. M. Lewis: I bet it is a long time
since you had your arm around a girl in
& Ccar.

Mr. LAPHAM: That is another matter
entlrely. One's mind is not on driving
in those circumstances.

The SFEAKER: Order! There is too
much talking in the Chamber.

Mr. LAPHAM: Mr, Speaker, I have driven
with you in city and country areas, and
I respect you as being a very good driver.
It is not difficult to know who Is a good
driver. When one is & passenger in a car
one knows within half a mile or a mile
whether one is safe.

Mr. W. G. Young: If you have not had
an accident by then vou are all right?

Mr. LAPHAM: I have travelled many
miles with you, Mr. Speaker, and I know
how safe I was cn those oceaslons.

Mr. O'Neil: ¥You reckon if you get over
the first half-mile you have a rough
chance?
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My, LAPHAM: Another matter I want to
deal with is avoiding apprehension by
failing to stop. We should treat the grant-
ing of a driving license as 8 privilege, not a
right, and people should have their lcenses
igken away not for three months or six
months but until such time as they ean
prove they are psychologically fit to have
the licenses refurned to them. I am refer-
ring to those types of individuals who, in
endeavouring to avoid apprehension, accel-
erate when they hear the police siren,
which results in a 90 or 100-miles-an-hour
chase, endangering countless lives. Such
people are eventually fined $100 or $200
and their licenses are suspended for
six months. If it were left to me, they
would lose their licenses until they were
proved to be psychologically fit to drive a
vehicle.

Mr. Hutchinson: Do you view their be-
haviour with apprehension?

Mr. LAPHAM: I certainly do. At times I
am surplsed at the leniency exercised by
magistrates in dealing with some of these
cases. T would not like to be driving on the
roadway and having to take evasive action
to avoid one of those 90-miles-an-hour
chases. It is ridiculous that we should tol-
erate such a situation. If a person who be-
haves like that is caught, he should have
to prove that he is psychologleally fit to
have a license before it is returned to him.

Mr., W. A. Manning: Hear, hear!

Mr. LAPHAM: Recently there was an
accident involving a motoreyele which
was doing an estimated speed of about 80
miles an hour. He ran into a bus and both
he and the bus driver were Killed, as could
be expected. As a consequence, there was
quite a lot of comment about what we
should do in regard to motoreyelists. It was
suggested there should be separate licenses
for motorcycles equipped with small en-
gines and those eguipped with large en-
gines, Then followed discussion about
whether all motorcycles should be fitted
with erash bars.

Recently a firm advertised mini bikes
and classes at which children of tender
years could learn to drive them. Since
that time minl bikes have begun to appear
on our nature strips. With such young
children riding them, I am sure it will not
be long befeore fatalities accur. We should
eonsider whether an individual should
have the right, for personal gain, to in-
troduce mini bikes to children of, say, 10
years of age, even though the parents are
agreeable to it.

Generally, in all our thinking in rela-
tion to motor vehicles our minds have been
conditioned by Press advertising and even
by Press reviews on motor vehicles. Re-
peatedly, the tendency has been for the
manufacturer to play up the speed his ve-
hicles will do, and perhaps the braking
capacity of the vehicles. Emphasis is not
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placed on durability, how far the vehicle
will go without a major overhaul, or what
one could expect it to do if it got into sand.
I mention sand because I recently drove
down to Mandurah in a new car—1I will not
mention the make of it; I did not think
rauch of It, anyway. I pulled up on the
side of the road, where there happened to
be a bit of sand. The car could not pull
away from it and became horribly bogged.
Its gear ratio was designed for speed and
did not have the flexibility of the older
vehtele to cope with general situations.

Manufacturers put the entire emphasis
on speed, and I do not think we, as legis-
lators, should allow this to continue. It is
about time the legislative Houses of Aus-
tralia told the motorcar manufacturers to
place the emphasis on the reasonable
speeds of vehicles plus safety. In my
opinion, some of the Australian-made ve-
hicles on sale today are dangerous.

I had occasion recently to get into one
of the cars of the State Government fleet
and, quite candidly, I think the steering
wheel was far toc close to me for comfort.
I would not recommend that make of car,
although it is supposed to be a particularly
high-class vehicle. I think it is about time
we stopped the dictation by motor manu-
facturers of what they are going to give us,
and dictated to them what we feel is suit-
able for the community.

The question regarding whether the
medical profession should have the right
to notify traffic authorities that a patient
has an impairment in his health has been
considered by some authorities. There is
some thought that a medical practitioner
should indicate to the traffic authorities, if
in his opinion a person js suffering from
an illness which could make him a danger
when in control of a motor vehicle, that
the person should not be issued with a
driver’s license, or that his license should
not be renewed. Before the Government
considers that matter I would like it to
know that I do not favour such a proposal.
I do not think a medical man should make
the decision as to whether a person is fit
or unfit to drive. Simply because a person
reaches the age of 65 years does not mean
that ke is any more dangerous on the road
as a result of the natural deterioration of
his body than a person who is aged be-
tween 40 and 60 years. People dle at all
ages throughout life.

Mr. O’Neil: More people die in bed than
in motorears.

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, that is a statistical
fact.

Another aspect In the matter of road
safety is that there appears to be no degree
of control over the tyres which may be
fitted to a motor vehicle. A car which is
capable of 120 miles per hour may be fitted
with tyres that are dangerous at 70 miles
per hour. As a matter of fact, one can
even get two-ply tyres. Many of these
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tyres are good if they are manufactured to
certain specifications, but if not they can
be extremely dangerous at high speeds.
However, as far as I am aware no control
is exerclsed over the type of tyre which
should be fitted to a vehicle. It is all right
as long as the tyre has a little rubber on
the tread.

Mr. Gayfer: High speed cars use two-
ply tyres for cooling purposes.

Mr. LAPHAM: I know, but they are not
ordinary tyres; they are speclally designed.

Mr. Gayfer: Two-ply racing tyres are
standard.

Mr, LAPHAM: That is right, but & two-
ply tyre not designed for high speed use
would be dangerous at high speed.

Mr. Gayfer: I do not know of any two-
ply tyre not designed for racing.

Mr. LAPHAM: Every time we have a
spate of accidents we see panic measures
Introduced. I do not like panic measures
at any time. Recentiy an article appeared
in the Deaily News because 13 pedestrians
had been killed In the metropolitan area
since January. The article stated—

Police are egetting tough hecause
pedestrians are ignoring warnings and
the pedestrian death toll is soaring.

One day last week police issued 77
caution notices to pedestrians.

The article goes on to Indicate that pedes-
trians may be fined between 32 and $5 for
certain offences. The offences include
jaywalking, failing to keep to the left of
a footpath, and obstructing. I thought
the last offence went out with S. P. book-
making! Another offence is that of board-
ing or alighting from a moving vehicle; I
thought that went out with the trams.
Other offences include not clearing a
crosswalk, and walking on the wrong side
of a carriagewsy. Candldly, I do not know
what that means; but if the carriageway
is a roadway I would like to see people
walking on the right-hand side and not
on the leit-hand side.

Mr. O'Neil: That is only if there are no
footpaths.

mMr, LAPHAM: That is right. Now we
come to the question: How many footpaths
are there in the metropolitan area?

Mr. W. G. Young: Not many.

Mr. LAPHAM: Let us consider where
deaths Involving pedestrians have cccurred.
One occurred in Pascoe Street, Karrinyup,
and involved a 13-year-old lad who
alighted from a bus, ran around in front
of it, and was struck by a passing car.
That was a pure accident. Another oc-
curred in QOats Street, Carlisle, but I do
not know the particulars. Another
occurred in a parking area in a Morley
shopping centre, where a child was killed
by a delivery truck in a laneway. Others
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occurred in minor streets and on high-
ways; but almost all have no relation to
the aress which are the subject of the
purge.

How many times when one is driving at
night does one see a pedestrian in the
centre of the road walting for one to drive
past him so that he may flnish ecrossing
the road? This happens repeatedly. I
see 1t constantly on Canning Highway and
even on Scarborough Beach Road. It
makes me shudder because it 1s most diffi-
cult to see g person dressed in dark
clothing and standing in the centre of
the roadway when one Is driving at night.
The lighting of motor vehicles 1s not good
enough in this respect as a driver cannot
lift his lights to high beam in order to
see because if he did so he would dazzle
oncoming traffic. So we must have a
degree of compromise; and It is not a
very good compromise because drivers are
disadvantaged at night. Thelr vision is
impaired and they cannot see pedestrians
who stand in the middle of the road. But
those pedestrians are not the people who
are being fined $2; the ones who are being
fined are the unfortunate pecple in the
city who in the main have not contributed
to the pedestrian fatality rate. I think
this is silly.

We should not get panicky as a result
of the road fatalities in the couniry, and
even those in the metropolitan area. I
think it is necessary to examine the ques-
tion thoroughly and find out just where
the fault lies, Of course, the correction
of the fault does not Ile in the fitting of
seat helts or anything of that nature; seat
belts only help to overcome the incidence
of frontal damage to people involved in
collisions.

Mr. E. H M. Lewis: Do you think we
are always pressing the panic button?

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, I think we are. I
think we pushed it fairly hard the other
day when people were asked $o report
others on the road. I have to admit I do
not mind such action when a crank is driv-
ing dangerously up and down the street.
In that case it is fair encught to let the
police know, But I do not think we should
encourage one driver to report another
hecause he sieps up his speed a little, Who
in this House can say that he does not
speed on occasions?

Mr. O'Neil: One member who
here!
Mr. Graham: Modesty overcomes me!

Mr. LAPHAM: There is not a member
here who does not exceed the speed limit
on occasions. Let us assume one is driving
in a 35 m.p.h. zone and the needle creeps
up to 41 or 42 m.p.h.

Mr. O’'Neil: Or 48,
Sir Charles Court: Alexandra the Great!

is not
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Mr. LAPHAM: So the speedo needie
creeps up a little, and others are en-
couraged to repert the driver. This is an-
other panic measure. A speed cop—and
I want to help them as much as I can to
catch the drivers who really offend—has
only to follow a driver for one-eighth of
a mile in order to book him for speeding.
The driver might have increased his speed
to pass other vehicles or to get out of a
dangerous situatlon. Many times I have
increased speed to get out of a dangerous
situation, especially when I have been in
a line of traffic where the drivers are
playing follow-the-leader. In that case I
try to get out In front in order to drive
safely; and by doing so I might have to
speed beyond the legal limit.

The SPEAKER: The honoursble mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr., O'Nell: Five minutes at 35!

Mr., LAPHAM: I could be caught for
doing that and subsequently fined for ex-
ceeding the limit; but am I a dangerous
person simply because I realised through
experience that I was in a dangerous situa-
tion and I wished to convert it to a safe
situation?

Mr. Thompson: Have you ever con-
sidered stopping as a means of correcting
that situation?

Mr. LAPHAM: I think we must consider
the question of whether speed limits are
so vitally necessary. I am not advocating
the complete elimination of speed limits
without a substitute. Candidiy, I do not
know what the substitute would be, but I
would like the matter to be examined
because one can drive most imprudently
even at 35 m.p.h. I ihink that is a word
we should take more cognisance of. One
can drive a vehicle carefully at well in
excess of the speed limit, and yet one can
also drive dangercusly by adhering to the
speed limit.

Mr. O’Neil: One can also drive danger-
ously at five miles an hour.

Mr. E. H M. Lewis: Do you ever “lap
leml!?

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, in my early days I
sometimes did. 1n conclusion, I would like
to remind members that we will find a solu-
tion to the problem as long as we tackle
it in the right fashion.

Mr. McPharlin: To what do you attri-
bute accldents on straight stretches of
country roads?

Mr. LAPHAM: There could be many
reasons, In many instances they could
be due to Iatigue. I find it very easy to
drop off to sleep after midday, especially
on a hot day.

Mr, W. G, Young: You mean after mid-
night.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAPHAM: Not only after midnight;
I find after a meal on a hot day it is very
easy to g0 to sleep. The same applies to
many people in the evenings after they
have consumed a little alcohol. Remember
it is not always the legally drunken driver
we must be concerned about. I know of
instances where people who were only
sitting in their vehfcles were apprehended
because they were legally drunk and were
considered to be in control of the vehicle.

Mr. Hartrey: They must be in control
of a vehicle which is in motion.

Mr. LAPHAM: Some of those peaple
have pleaded guilty to the charge. I find
that young people in particular who do not
nermally drink alecohol but who may have
a few drinks of say, wine, are very danger-
ous to others. One may see evidence of
this almost every night if one lives any-
where near a tavern or a place whete
alcohol is sold. ©One can hear the tyres
istc,;uea,ling, and one knows the reason for

I do feel that a complete inquiry into
the matter is necessary., I say agsain, the
inquiry should be conducted not by the
so-called traffic experts, but by people with
common sense and a knowledge of what
we require in the community.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta—Minister for
Development and Decentrallsation) (8.30
pam.]l: The subjeect of decentralisation is
one that is frequently mentioned and dis-
cussed. Because so many persons appear to
be misinformed or ill-informed on this sub-
ject it occurred to me that it might be a
worth-while exercise to outline some feat-
ures in connection with this objective.

Perhays, first of all, I should say that
today some attention is being given to a
form of development known as regional
growth centres: that is to say. emphasis
is given tu certain selected centres, rather
than spreading thinly over the whole
community and over the whole State, in-
dustry and development which would have
very little impact in themselves.

Perth, the capital city of Western Aus-
rralia, apart from belng a beautiful and
attractive city, has, of ¢ourse, very many
inbuilt advantages such as the number of
people restding here. the availability of a
work force, and the existence of various
types of industries which could supply
services to any who are seeking to become
established. In many cases there is a sub-
stantial mavket at the front door. Perth
is the point of arrival and departure for
people, whether it is by air, by sea, or by
rail; it is a place where the headquarters aof
government is established. It is where
business firms, in the main, have estab-
iished their chief offices; where some fac-
flities, such ss a university, a publie 1ib-
rary, an art gallery, and a museum are lo-
cated: and where visiting artists and
sporting teams stop over, because by and
large they cannot go to other centres.
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1 am pointing out, on top of the fact
that by nature we have a very beautiful
city, thls makes it desirable from many
aspects. Notwithstanding all that has taken
place, particularly in the north of the State
in the 1960s, it is noteworthy that the pop-
wlation of the metropolitan region grew
more rapldly than ever before In its his-
tory. In a short period of some 10 years—
I am now using even figures—the propor-
tion of the population of our State which
lived in the Perth metropolitan region rose
from 60 per cent., at a rapid rate to almost
70 per cent, at the present timne.

Sir Charles Court: Unfortunately that is
the world experience.

Mr. GRAHAM: This problem is not con-
fined to Western Australia. So we have a
mammoth task to tackle this problem, to
determine whether something can be done
at least to slacken the pace; but for prefer-
ence to have the movement in the oppo-
site direction. It is felt that, because of the
factors I have mentloned confronting the
metropolitan area, in very many cases
those seeking to invest or to establish an
Indusiry have no alternative locality to
Perth; therefore modern thinking is along
the lines of establishing, perhaps inftlally,
an alternative, bui preferably several al-
ternatives, and concentrating upon them
so that anyone seeking to become estab-
lished here will have somewhere else to
Iook at with some possibility of making the
decision that we would lHke himn to make.

There are signs of hope as the Common-
wealth Government has indicated its in-
terest. We hope this will be followed when
the selection of a centre or centres is made
in each of the States, and that this will
be accompanied by financlal resources to
enable capital works or infrastructure of
meaningful proportions which would have
the desired effect, to be provided, so that
they can become catalysts in association
with what State Governments and local
governments are able to do.

T repeat this is a glgantic task. Very
largely a Government—and I am thinking
of the State Government together with the
Department of Development and Decen-
tralisation—is able o do little more than
to give areument and reason and to pro-
vide facts, figures, and other detail In
order to persuade venturers to go elsewhere
to be established than in the metropolitan
region. In addition, the department is able
to offer inducement, encouragement, and
financial considerations which it is hoped
will have scme influence,

Mr. Hutchinson: May I ask what dis-
tance you have in mind, in order to
provide this catalyst to build a new centre?

Mr. GRAHAM: It is very difficult to an-
swer that question. The distance could be
50, 100, or 700 miles. A great deal would
depend on the ingredient already existing
there. Notwithstanding what the Govern-
ment does, the final declsion rests with the
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veniurer; and he has to make up his mind
whether he wants to become established
at Geraldton, Merredin, Albhany, Bunbury,
or elsewhere.

I think that should be appreciated be-
cause a great deal of work and effort goes
into very many of these cases of projected
industries, but finally it is the board of dir-
ectors which makes the decision; and the
industry is then established in a particular
place. One industry which is of some con-
cernn to me is the giant, jumbo steel indus-
try estlmated to cost approximately
$1,600,000,000, to employ & work force of
about 20,000 persons, and {0 sustain a pop-
ulation of about 100,000; that is to say
including the families of the employees and
those engaged in the service indusiries
associated with that activity. If it can be
persuaded to become established in a coun-
try centre then members will readily appre-
ciate the tremendous impact that such an
industry will have,

1t is stated that when the population of
a town or city reaches a figure variously
estimated at 100,000 up to 250,000 peaple—
depending on who has made the survey—
then it becornes self-generating to a certain
extent; and other industrles enjoy this
extended sphere and extended area.

The company with which I have had dis-
cussions, and which I sought to persuade to
become established elsewhere than in the
metiropolitan area, pointed out to me that
it would cost an additional $400,000,000 to
do so. In addition to the capital cost I was
told that some millions of dollars per an-
num additionally would be involved in the
processing of its activities throughout the
year, and that this would be a constant
factor. This is in addition to any provision
having to be made which from the gom-
pany's point of view would be an unneces-
sary capital cost.

If a steel mill is projected to become
established In Western Australia, and
according to the party concerned it is to
be at Perth or nowhere else, then I think
Western Australia would prefer it to be in
the Perth metropolitan region rather than
for it not to be established In the State at
all. Very often that is the alternative—the
place where the company wishes to become
established, or the whole deal is off.

We are aware that some attention was
given in the Premier's policy speech to the
question of decentralisation, Accordingly,
foltowing the election I was delegated the
task and the responsibility of being the
Minister for Development and Decentral-
isation. This is the first time in Western
Australia that a Ministry of Decentralisa-
tion has been created. As I told people from
country areas who from time to time have
become upset, T have not set out to become
the first fallure in this capacity, and for
that reason my thoughts go along with
theirs. My view is the same as thelr view;
that a policy of decentralisation should be
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implemented, and everything humanly pos-
sible should be done in order to achieve that
worth-while cbjective.

So it hecomes necessary for the depart-
ment to be restructured and for certain
changes to be made. Whereas previously
the planning and co-ordinating authority
was housed in a separate office about a
mile away and was under the direction of
the Premier of the day, that co-ordinating
authority was merged with the Department
of Industrial Development as it was pre-
viously known. The new set-up Is working
exceedingly well.

Zone development committees which were
established in various parts of the State
continue to exist. Some of these are not
working particularly well, but they
were also under the administration of
the Premier of the day. It seemed rather
ludicrous that the department, the auth-
ority, and the committees which were
dealing largely with the same matter should
be fragmented. Therefore they have now
been housed under the one roof. Recently
the zone development committees were alt-
ered in their structure, and as a result I
believe they will function effectively in
every respect.

I must point out that right from the
outset we established a permanent inter-
departmental decentralisation review com-
mittee, Its task is to go into anything and
everything relating to decentralisation, to
investigate ways and means by which that
aim can be achieved, and to make a genu-
ine effort to attain that objective. Simul-
taneously with the functions of this com-
mittee, which I repeat is a permanent
committee, comprehensive studies have
been undertaken in country centres and
regions.

These studies apply to many aspects such
as analysing the types of industries that
already exist; inquiring into the establish-
ment of industries which should be in
country centres, but which are not; investi-
gating the labour situation and potential,
having regard for the resources that are in
the general locality; Inquiring into factors
relating to manufacturing, actual and po-
tential; inquiring into construction facili-
{ies, labour in all its aspeets, and transport
Iacilities; and investigating aspects such as
tourism and housing.

As g consequence, & most comprehensive
compendium 1s belng complled, area of the
State by area of the State. Shortly It will
be possible for officers of the department
to give information—which will be kept
up to date—relating to the type of in-
dustry that is sought to be established hy
persons with that intention, but of course
with the bias in the direction of the in-
dustry becoming established in country
centres.

Certain formulae were in operation when
we became the Government. I have
already Indicated we made a change in the
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organisation with, I think, tremendous
advantage. A policy was in force under
which any guarantee of funds was not to
be in excess of the finance which was pro-
vided by the venturer himself. In other
words, If a $200,000 project was involved,
the venturer wowtld have to find $100,000
and then the Government would guarantee
him the additional $100,000 to enable him
to get the project off the ground. ‘That
policy does not now apply; but more of
that later.

Sir Charles Court: It was not enforced
as such.

Mr. GRAHAM: But that was the general
formula which was varied from time to
time.

Sir Charles Court: I'll say!

Mr. GRAHAM: The formula applied
equally in the country districts and in the
metropolitan area. It was accepied as
being Egovernmental and departmental
policy that agricultural Industries should
not be assisted., In the matter of the pro-
vision of tourist facilitles it was stipulated
that this should not apply south of the
26th parallel; and here let me say that
the present policy is that tourism will be
assisted anywhere in Waestern Australla
except the metropoltan area.

Mr. Taylor: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: Another policy existed
under which the local authorities were not
financially assisted. Why they should be
excluded I know not, hecause if the Gov-
ernment ventured forth it could subsidise
itself by meeting losses. Private concerns,
whether of local, overseas, or Eastern
States orlgin, could be assisted because
they were private enterprise, but the local
authorities were the exception and were
barred from all forms of assistance. There
s no such ban in force at the present
time.

Mr. Gayfer:
doesn't 1t?

Mr. Thompson: And my national park.

Mr. GRAHAM: Many venturers previ-
ously rejected will find there is some pro-
mise and hope that something will be done
for them; but I do not desire to he unduly
provocative.

Sir Charles Court: I have In mind Cool-
gardie.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have certain informa-
tion to impart in the interest of members
who should know the steps which are be-
ing taken and the kind of assistance which
is available, because apart from all other
factors, they can render valuable service
to the State by conveying this information
to people who may be consldering setting
themselves up in business.

One day a couple of months ago at the
invitation of some people I had lunch in
the city, and I was able to point out to

My York sounds good,
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them the advantages of their going to a
countiry centre. For certain reasons they
talked of Northam and Merredin. I was
delighted to learn only today that mem-
bers of the company concerned have called
into the department with a view to going
into details in respect of the establishment
of a company in one of those country cen-
tres Instead of in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, heart

Mr. GRAHAM: Just as, fortuitously. I
was able to do that, so, in the same way,
if members become apprised of what is on
offer, perhaps they can strike a blow for
decentralisation with people they meet
from time to time.

I wish to outline some of the ways In
which assistance is given. One of these
is by way of puarantee. The guarantec
given In country areas is far more gener-
ous than that which applies in the metro-
politan area. Instead of a 50 per cent.
requirement-—in other words, a 50-50 ar-
rangement—we are now prepared to guar-
antee 60 per cent., T0 per cent., 80 per
cent., or, indeed, to go as high as 100 per
cent. if there is a type of Industry which
is vital to Western Australin and which
we dearly want established in a country
district. The State is prepared o take
an element of risk side by side with in-
vestors who are prepared to take a risk.
The 100 per cent. applies in respect of
land and bulldings. A lesser percentage
would apply in respect of working capital,
the installation of machinery, and so on.
Nevertheless, these are guarantees of a
magnitude and proportion never previously
contemplated In Western Australia.

We are prepared to—and indeed do—
grant rail freight concessions of up to 30
per cent. of the rate book freights and these
are tapered off after a period, but can be
reviewed within flve years, the thought be-
ing that the setiling-in period is probably
the most difficult of all and therefore that
is the time when assistance is most needed.

An interest subsidy of up to 5 per cent.
is available, and I want to explain this.
If a company Is borrowing money which is
costing it 8 per cent. in Interest, the de-
partment will pay 5§ per cent., leaving the
company only 3 per cent. to pay for the
first year, and again it tapers off, but is
subject to review from time to time de-
pending upon the circumstances,

Mr. Gayfer: Does that apply to C.B.H.
with the econstruction of bings In the
country? That is helping decentralisation
and C.B.H. is borrowing money.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know that an
interjection such as that is very mean-
ingful in the course of the debate.

Mr. Gayfer: You would not know. It is the
only company which practises decentrall-
sation to the fullest extent.
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Mr., GRAHAM: I did not think we were
having a tug of war. If an application Is
made by anyone at all it will be investi-
gated in the customary manner and in-
ducements and the formula generally will
be applied in the usual way.

Mr. Gayfer: That is the answer I wanted.
If you do nof like interjections, I am sorry.

Mr. GRAHAM: It has been announced
that in respect of building contracts—that
is to say, for public buildings up to $20,000
in cost—a 5 per cent. preference will be
given to the builders who are established
in the regional areas where the buildings
are to be constructed.

Mr., Thompson: That is a pittance,
really, when you look at the size of the
buildings.

Mr. GRAHAM: This is on top of all the
other caonsiderations, or must I elaborate
on every minute detail? I mentioned rail
freight subsidies of up to 30 per cent., and
that would apply In respect of any raw
materials or ingredients which may go
from Perth to the country factory,
and it would alse apply in respect of the
freighted articles which have heen manu-
factured or completed in the country
centre. Time is moving on and I have
quite a deal more to say.

Sir Charles Court: What about estab-
lished industries?

Mr. GRAHAM: Any established industry
which is seeking to expand its operations
will receive sympathetic consideration in
exactly the same way as proposed new
industries.

Sir Charles Court: Including freight?

 Mr. GRAHAM: If I have time I might
give an example or two of how that has
occurred,

The Government has declded that in
respect of goods and services for its own
use it will glve a 10 per eent. preference
to those who produce the goods or render
services In country districts, and so the
country manufacturers have a 10 per cent.
preference over metropolitan husiness
people whe, in turn, have a 10 per cent.
preference over those from outside Western
Australia. Consequently in sum total the
counitry people have a 20 per cent. advant-
age. These are gestures which are costing
money, but they indicate the earnestness
of the Government in its endeavours to do
something about the situation.

Mr. Blaikie: How much does it cost
you?

Mr. GRAHAM: Wait a minute. Do not
be so rude.

Sir Charles Court: Fair go! You talk
about people being rude after what we
have to telerate from you.

Mr. GRAHAM: I imagined that as the
subject had been mentioned so often mem-
bers wanted to know something about it
and therefore I am explaining what is
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done. If members will allow me, and if
time permits, I will do my best to answer
any questions or any matters raised by
way of interjection.

Sir Charles Court: Next time when we
are making comments we will ask the same
of you.

Mr. GRAHAM: We are looking into the
matter of reduced or subsidised port
charges to encourage people to export,
where possible, through Geraldton, Bun-
bury, Albany, or Esperance, rather than
through Fremantle and Kwinana.

Overall, when the viability of any
producer is investigated we now give the
benefit of the doubt to the applicant.
It may be a little risky but, as I
stated earlier, we are prepared to take
that risk. I think it is a little like
the fellow with half a glass of water.
It depends on the way one looks at
the glass whether it is considered to be
half full or half empty. I prefer to be
optimistic. If we back 20 different ven-
tures and 15 succeed and five fail, our con-
centration will be on the 15 which have
succeeded which would otherwise not have
been In existence rather than on the five
which fell down in one way or another.

I mentioned that centralisation is some-
thing which appears to be with us. Only
today I hed an instance of it when I was
in Pinjarra. I heard groans and com-
plaints from people from Mt. Barker that
all sorts of things were going to Albany to
the detriment of Mt, Barker. This was
with reference to medical practitioners,
chemists, and facilities of that nature so
the people of Mt. Barker suffer some dis-
ability. Some people are complaining that
there is too much concentration on Bun-
bury to the detriment of the Collie people,
Perhaps that has been corrected to some
extent in the last several weeks, or
accentuated as the case may be! It is well
known that Pinjarra had such high hopes
following the establishment of Alcoa in
that town. It was believed that the popu-
lation of Pinjarra would increase by leaps
and bounds, but the people have chosen to
live in Mandurah in great numbers and so
Pinjarra feels to some extent that it has
been left out in the cold.

So there is a tendency for people to go
to certain places, and as with industry,
so with individuals; they make their own
choice,

I wani to indicate some of the action
which has been taken f{o provide some
financtal inducement. First of all let me
say that the first Budget introduced by
this Government provided, for the first
time in the history of the State, a sum
of money to assist country local authorities
—and I underline the word *“country”. A
sum of $500,000 was provided and that
figure is repeated in the current budget.

[ASSEMELY.]

Sir Charles Court: The Brand Govern-
ment policy speech provided for $1,000,000
for local authorities.

Mr. GRAHAM: Members would he aware
of the fact that progress has been rapid in
the Port Hedland snd Roebourne locality.
The local authorities did not have the
capacity to meet the debt charges so we
indicated that if they ecared to borrow
their $300,000 annually for three consecu-
tive years which would total almost
$2,000,000 between the two, we, the Gov-
ernment, would meet the debt charges for
the first three years. We promised to do
that and then review the situation to see
how things were going and declde whether
further ald was required. The necessity
for this arose because things happened
so quickly that people were without facili-
tles and ameniiles to which we felt they
were entitled now if they were to remain
in the arez and not buy a ticket to return
to Perth.

Because there was some controversy
about the maiter members would he aware
that in its first year the Government de-
cided to do something to stop all the wool
from the great scuthern coming to Fre-
mantle, so it halved the freight rates from
Narrogin south provided the wool! went in
the direction of Albany. This resulted in
a substantial inecrease in the number of
bales of wool which went to that outport
instead of to Fremantle, the centralised
spot.

Mr. Stephens: How much was ralled
back from Fremsantle?

Mr. GRAHAM: Some of it is railed back,
of course, but this is still a free country,
notwithstanding what the member for
Stirling might like it t0 be. These people
please themselves.

I would like to comment now on the
State Electricity Commission and the grid
system. It will be seen from figures, which
I bhave checked this evening, that the
charges, although on a different basis, are,
as nearly as possible, the same in the
country districts as In the metropolitan
area, However, the Government has gone
further than that. In some of the most
jsolated pliaces people were paylng up to
18¢ a wunit but these places have heen
tucked under the wing of the State Elee-
tricity Commission and the people are now
paying 5ic per unit.

Sir Charles Court: That is not new.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it has made
a tremendous difference to them.

Sir Charles Court: This applled to
dozens before the election.

Mr. GRAHAM: T am saying 1t is entirely
new, notwithstanding the protest from the
Leader of the Opposition. I am saccus-
tomed to hearing one or two members on
the other side of the House say almost
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anything, however palpably wrong it Is.
Without batting an eyelld, out it comes.
I am stating the situation and I would
llke any member on the other side to
endeavour to controvert the facts by bring-
ing forward some evidence to support what
he is saying.

Mr. ONell: Ask the question of the
Minister for Electricity.

Mr. GRAHAM: So far as children llving
in remote areas are concerned, we have
increased the allowances for both hoard
and supervision. We have also changed
the situation involving air fares for school
children. Previously a child was entltled
to a refurn fare per annum or two single
fares. We immediately altered that to
make it a return fare per annum plus two
iree single air fares per anpum. Once
again, this indicates our desire to do some-
thing to asslst those who live away from
the metropolis.

I do not have much more than 10 min-
utes left and I have a long way to go. I
shall mention briefly some of the other
ways in which the present Government has
assisted people in country areas. Doubtless
members would be aware that a tremen-
dous rallway loss is anticipated. Notwith-
standing recommendations from the Trea-
sury the present Government has not in-
creased fares or freight rates by 1 per
cent. We are bearing in mind the interesis
of country people—whom the railways were
very largely designed to serve. Nonetheless
we will be confronted with a deficit which
could reach in the vicinity of $19,000,000
this year.

It is anticlpated that the loss to the
State Shipping Service this financial year
wiil be approximately $5,000,000. The ser-
vice operates for the purpose of assisting
people who live far away from Perth, Again
there is no suggestion of the Government
doing anything other than to bear the
financial impost. The anticipated loss In
the country water supply, sewerage, drain-
age and irrigation schemes this year will
be approximately $17,000,000. The profit in
the metropolitan area i3 anticipated to be
$750,000. In point of fact there is no
attempt made to make profits but the
metropolitan area should pay for itself,
However, somebody will be paying the
$17,000,000 loss anticipated in the country
districts. Nobody begrudges this. What I am
doing is recording the fact that this is
surely a form of assistance to those who
live ogutside the metropolitan area.

Mr. W. G. Young: This has gone on for
years.

Mr. GRAHAM: The State Electricity
Commission anticipates a loss of $2,500,000
in couniry areas this financlal year but it
also anticipates a profit of approximately
$9,000,000 in the metropolitan area. The
rrofit. which comes about through charges
in excess of cost in the metropolitan
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area, is being met by somebody, The sur-
plus moneys are heing used as capltal to
provide for extensfons of the electrical grid
system and all the other paraphernalia
necessary for the generation and distribua-
tion of electricity.

I am not pretending for one moment
that this state of affairs came about yes-
terday. What I am doing is pointing out
that the Government acknowledges the
situation and will continue to do so, not-
withstanding the fact that some of these
figures are reaching colossal proportions
and there is an almost frantic desire on the
part of the Under-Treasurer that something
should be done to stem these losses. We
believe that decenfralisation is something
more than a catch-cry.

Mr. R. L. Young: Why do you not read
the debate on the pay-roll tax Bill and see
what your comments were in regard to
decentralisation?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: I hope some time will be
gidded on to compensate for these interrup-
ons.

Mr. R, L. Young: Just answer! What
gfﬁ% your comments on the pay-roll tax

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will
keep order. The Minister has the right to
speak., All other members have had that
right. I expect some order to be kept.

Mr. GRAHAM: As a matter of interest,
members may be somewhat surprised to
learn there are more than 10,000 salaried
State Government officers whose work
places and homes are In country distriets.
I would guess—and it is only a guess—that
there would be an equal number of—or
perhaps even more—wages employees of
the State in country areas, making a grand
total of approxzimately 20,000, Having re-
gard for single persons, if we take the aver.
age famlly as three for each one of these
20,000, this means 60,000 people are sup-
ported from the State pay-roll in country
districts. To this we must add Common-
wealth employees to gain some idea of the
attention which is rightly given to people In
country districts,

Mr. Gayfer: Does that include school
teachers?

Mr. GRAHAM: We are not speaking
cheap political clap-trap. T am giving facts
and information.

Mr, R. L. Young: I want to hear your
attitud_e to the pay-roll tax Bill. You would
nat build in any incentives for decentralis-
atlon,

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently my remarks
are hurting a particular member, All T can
say is that this Government has done, is
doing, and wiil do far more than the pre-
vious Government ever did. Already in two
years we have done more than the previous
Government did in 12 years.
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Mr. R. L. Young: You could not have
cared less 12 months ago. You go back to
the debate on that Bill

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Wembley will keep arder.

Mr, GRAHAM: Here and now I desire to
compliment the State Housing Commis-
sion which has decided to establish eoun-
try centres at Port Hedland, Geraldtion,
Merredin, Bunbury, and Albany—five in
all. These offices will eventually have their
own staffs.

Mr. O'Neil: Merredin, Port Hedland, and
Bunbury were established while I was Min-
ister for Housing. Do not take credit for
that.

Mr. GRAHAM: They will have staffs of
15 to 20 persons each, A far greater de-
gree of autonomy and authority will be
given to them than was ever dreamed of
previously.

Mr. O'Neil: Another question on notice
will nail that lie.

Mr. GRAHAM: Here and now I express
the hope that other departments of the
State Government will follow g similar line
and establish branch offices in country
centres.

In connection with decentralisation, a
great deal will depend on the attitude of
the Commonwealth Government. However,
I have no doubts as to the Commonwealth’s
attitude. The Prime Minister, when in
Opposition, gave a great deal of emphasis
to the necessity for Commonwealth partic-
ipation and assistance if there is to be
meaningful decentralisation. I have no
doubts whatsoever that now he is in Gov-
ernment we will soon see the concrete evi-
dence of decisions taken by the Federal
Government. Indeed, I venture to say that
finanecial provision will be made in the first
Budget which the new Government brings
down.

In common with other States, Western
Australia has been asked to treat as a
matter of urgency—and we have obliged—
the task of supplying the Commonwealth
with data and information in respect of a
number of important centres in Western
Australia so that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment can decide which of these it will
assist and the amount of money it will
make available, The Commonwealth is
considering this at the present time.

Mr. McPharlin: Will the Commonwealth
Government do more for the comprehen-
sive water scheme?

Mr. GRAHAM: I was talking about de-
centralisation and the endeavour which
is heing made to establish growth centres.
One can say with a lttle poetic license
that we have not built a community in
excess of 15,000 outside the metropolis dur-
ing the last 150 years. If we are to reach
the stage of having 160,000 people or more
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in a centre which would provide an alter-
native to Perth, an effort of some magni-
tude is required—an effort which only the
Commonwealth ecan undertake. Of course,
the State Government will do what it can
within its limited financial resources. That
is the spirit of the matter and I say the
Commonweglth is boxing on with the job.

I now want to list some of the industries
which have been assisted under this policy
I have outlined. I want to indicate where
they are. Assistance of $78,000 was given
to a joinery works in Pemberton. An
amount of $50,0000 was provided to assist
the abattoir at Carnarvon. At Witte-
noom, $25,000 went towards a tourist re-
sort and $12,500 towards a caravan park.

In Derby, an amount of $100,000 went
to the abattoir, which is a $400,000 ven-
ture. In addition, an amount of $23,000
was given to assist an orchard and market
garden. An amount of $18,000 was pro-
vided for a pasture seeds venture,

At Kalannie, an amount of $30,000 was
advanced to assist an emu skin tannery.
In Manjimup, an aspect of the timber in-
dustry received assistance of $115,000 to
establish a $350,000 industry. At Jurien
Bay $15,000 went towards a caravan park
which was established at a cost of $40,000.
In Northam, an amount of $1,360,000 is to
go towards the establishment of an abat-
toir costing $2,500,000. An amount of
$57,000 also went towards the establish-
ment of an extruded plastic works, the
first under our new decentralisation policy
and system of inducements. This was pro-
vided to assist the establishment of the
industry which, within a period of 12
months, is already expanding. It is in-
creasing its number ' of employees. An
amount of $105000 was given to assist a
sheepskin tannery in Northam.

At Wyndham, an amount of $£430,000
went towards the establishment of an ex-
port abattoir, At Manjimup, assistance
of $1,130,000 was given to the fruit can-
nery. At Eatanning, assistance of $38,000
was given to a flour and oat milling works
as well as $1.500,000 towards the estab-
lishment of an abattoir, At Kununurra
$500,000 went to assist the cotton industry.
At Pinjarra, $110,000 was provided for the
brickworks. At Moeora, an amount of
$67,000 was given to assist an oats dehull-
ing works. In Albany $7,000 went {owards
the engineering works. Through definite
freight inducements we have also assisted
the meaiworks in Albany. This matter
was mentioned by the member for Stirling.

I only wish I had more time, because
everything he said in connection with that
was completely and utterly wrong. Never,
at any time, did the eompany ask for
$100,000—neither from the previous
Government nor from this Government,
That figure was completely wrong. The
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new inducements offered by this Govern-
ment in the way of freight and interest
subsidy turned the scales. The board
of directors in London had set their hearts
on expanding, renovating and bringing
up to date the works in Victoria. The in-
ducements offered by our Government, as
well as our attitude, swayed the day and a
81,300,000 industrial expansion programme
is in progress in Albany at the present
moment. That is far better than all the
words we heard from the member for
Stirling.

Bir Charles Court: This is only peanuts
compared with what your predecessors did
in the country.

Mr. GRAHAM: This is the kind of gener-
ality we expect, but it cannot hold water
when we consider all the many instances
wherein the State Government has assisted
decentralisation. In Port Hedland, assist-
ance of $128,000 went towards the estab-
lishment of the abattoir. In Exmouth,
$75,000 went to the tourist industry. In
Broome, $120,000 went to the export meai-
works. At Karratha, $20,000 went towards
the establishment of a concrete block manu-
facturing industry. At Geraldton, $108,000
went to the fishing industry.

There are more and more instances
which I could mention. It gives me a
great deal of pleasure to be able to see this
decentralisation taking place.

I have not mentioned the superphosphate
werks at Merredin, However, I am as cer-
tain as I stand here that the farmers in
the general area will rally to the cause and
provide the $2,000,000 which is required as
a condition of the Government’s examin-
ing their proposition in fine detail. This
is an industry which will be employing
very many people at a corporate cost of
some $9,000,000. These are the things that
count. These things have been done.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: These industries have
been established as a consequence of the
generosity and the benevolent ouflcok of
the]_Government, because as I mentioned
earlier—

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: Finally I would like to
say that we would have had an abattoir
at Katanning at a cost of nearly $5,000,000.
This proposal was rejected out of hand by
my predecessor. It is there now and it will
be increasing the population of Katanning
by about 1,000. This was rejected by our
predecessors. All this is shown in the files
which are now available to this Govern-
ment, It could be hidden by the previous
Government.

Mr. Jones: That's giving it to them!

Sir Charles Court: Just hollow talk. Why
do vou not give credit to those who did
things before you?
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ME. RUSHTON (Dale) [9.16 pm.1: If
one had listened intently to the speech
made by the Deputy Premier, one would
feel this was all something new, some-
thing which had never been done before.
He implies that the previpus Government
provided none of the framework. I will
show how inaccurate he has been in mak-
ing the claims he has tonight. It is not
very difficult to show these inaccuracies.

Mr. Moiler: You are not capable of do-
ing it.

Mr, O'Neil: A few questions on the no-
tice paper for Tuesday will nail some lies.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: Regional development
was taking place effectively for many years
during the previous Government’s adminis-
tration. It is obvious that this develop-
ment will be updated when there is a
change of Government next year. We
have not been standing still. We have a
blueprint for regional development.

Mr, Graham: Like the Pilbara plan!

Sir Charles Court: We did have a plan
and we did get results.

Mr. Graham: We could not find it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: You have yet to pro-
duce a railway and a fown. You could
not produce anything.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: It is so easy to throw
out all the claims made by the Deputy
Premier. All I need do is to refer very
briefly to comments made by the Premier
and every Minister and back-bencher
about the State of the Treasury when the
Labor Government took office. We have
been told frequently about the bankrupt
state of the Treasury. How could the
Government do all these things if the
State were bankrupt?

Mr. Graham: Good housekeeping.

Mr. O'Neil: Wait until we see the Bud-
get, then we will know how good the house-
keeping has heen.

Mr. RUSHTON: While the present Gov-
ernment has been in office it has not gen-
erated one iota of wealth to the State. It
has made all sorts of extravagant claims
about doing this and dolng that. Anything
thz Government has done has been accom-
plished with the reserves built up by the
previous Government. The reserves have
enabled it to do as much as it has.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: My word you are a
funny man!

Mr. RUSHTON: That cannot be denied,
because members of the Government con-
tradict themselves from time to time on
statements about the financial position. On
the one hand the Government talks of
things it has done, and an the other hand
it talks about the bankruptcy it inherited.
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No reasenable man would find one atom
of credibility in the statements made by
the Deputy Premier.

Let me just briefly touch on a few of the
items mentioned by the Deputy Premier.
He spoke of the contributions to local gov-
ernment being meaningful. I would like
to say that these contributions were about
half as much as the previous Government
had said it would grant to the shires. I
might add that the $500,000 had to bhe
extracted through great effort and pres-
sure by local authorities, who were most
disappointed with the change of Govern-
ment and the resultant halving of the
amount they expected.

One does not need to touch on many of
the items raised by the Deputy Premier
to realise what a fragmentation of the
truth he presented to the House tonight.
He talked of the great gifts to outback
education. The Commenwealth Govern-
ment has made these grants, and he is
claiming credit.

Sir Charles Court: The lving-away-
from-home allowance has been suspended.

Mr. RUSHTON: In one statement he
destroyed his credibility.

Mr. Graham: You love that word “cred-
ibility".

Mr. RUSHTON: The Deputy Premier
spoke about the railways. One has only to
compare the achievements of the previous
Government in regard to our railway sys-
tem with those of the present Government.

The Deputy Premer speaks about
assistance to State shipping. The Govern-
ment is killing the north with the high
freight charges. I wish I had the figures
here tonight to inform members of the in-
crease in the price of food and everything
else in the north.

Mr. Graham: The tonnage Is going up
every month. Does that shock you?

Mr. O'Connor: It was at rock bottom.

Mr. RUSHTON: The way the Govern-
ment is poing we will have no-one lef in
the north.

Mr, Graham: We got the ships.

Mr. O’Connor: We arranged for that be-
fore you took office.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: It has touched the
Deputy Premier to the quick to know that
his comments were completely inaccurate.
He has done nothing for the north with
the State Shipping Service except to in-
crease prices, The way he spoke tonight,
one would think he was giving these people
a great gift. I would like to ask the people
of the north what they think of his great
gift.

The Deputy Premier then spoke about
State Electricity Commission charges. I
did not think he would have the temerity
even to suggest the Government has done
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a great thing with electricity charges. The
Premier, in his policy speech, stated that
S.E.C. charges in the country were to come
back to city charges.

Mr, Gayfer; They were to be equalised.

Mr. RUSHTON: The honourable mem-
ber need not worry about that—he should
look at the Premier's policy speech. The
country electricity charges were to be re-
duced. They were to come back $o the city
charges. There was nothing about equali-
sation. Look at what has happened. In some
places electricity charges have risen by
100 per cent., and yet the Deputy Premier
claims that every person in the outback is
being assisted at a rate of $15 per year.

Mr. Bryce: You left not only the State
hankrupt, but also the S.E.C.

Mr, RUSHTON: What about the in-
creased charges in many areas? 1 know in
my own electorate many people are paying
as much as $100 per year more. The Dep-
uty Premier claims that he is saving people
in the outback $15 a year and yvet he is
extracting $100 a year from agriculturists,
small industrialists, and small businessmen
to do it. Consumers in my electorate alone
would have pald out more than the money
distributed in the outback arems., This is
hypocerisy at its very worst.

I now turn to the matter raised by my
colleague-—pay-roll tax, The Deputy Prem-
ier would not have a bar of the suggestion
that concessions in pay-roll tax would
assist decentralisation., How sincere is he
in his talk about developing the outback
areas? The very basis of the philosophy
of the party he follows is centralist, and
therefore he can never be really effective
in instituting decentralisation. He talks
about this as a gimmick, but where is the
performance of this Government?

Mr. Graham: Read tonight's issue of the
Daily News.

Mr. RUSHTON: Look at facts; look at
reality.

8ir Charles Court:
Press.

Mr. Nalder:
blame for that.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Deputy Premier
speaks of his great hope for the future of
this State. He says that the Common-
wealth will seiect certain centres and make
great contributions. How acceptable is
this to the people of our State? Why is it
we are not making a selection and being
the catalysts, the enthusiasts, as we were
before there was a change of Government?
Why is it that we are not giving the lead?
There is no better example than the Pil-
bara,

Mr. Graham:
choose?

Mr. RUSHTON: Here we are abdicating
to the Commonwealth, throwing away our
rights and responsibilities because appar-
ently we do not have the initiative or the

The so-called biased

¥ou cannot accept the

Which centres did you
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courage to have a go. This is worrying
the people of Western Australia and it will
continue to worry them for as long as the
Government continues in this way.

We listened to a list of town after town
and the money which has been expended to
help them. I will refer to just one region
which was helped by the previous Govern-
ment and I will show members what took
place at that time,

Mr. Bertram: Can’t we have an instal-
ment of fear?

Mr. RUSHTON: I simply wished to
show what was done. These facts will
prove without any doubt that the claims
put forward tonight by the Deputy Prem-
ier are a lot of tripe.

If we look at the region around Bunbury
and the events that have taken place
there, we must realise that a balanced
development of this State must be based
on lregional development. This concept
has been accepted throughout the State
and it has been implemented for a long
while. I believe it can fairly be said that
the great breakthrough in regional de-
velopment in Bunbury and the south-west
began with the Laporte development which
took place in 1963. This was very shortly
after the Brand Government took over.
Development had been stagnant until that
time. The Brand Government attracted
this type of industry to the region based on
Bunbury. It is good to reflect about this
for a moment.

The extravagant claims made by the
Deputy Premier are not hased on fact. He
has not shown where he or his Govern-
ment has been the promoter of ong really
basic industry generating further develop-
ment. What he has been using, and in
some cases misusing, is the very structure
which he inherited—a viable and
buoyant structure with big reserves which
he has exploited. He now puts forward
projects comimenced by the previcus Gov-
ernment as his own projects.

As I said before, the Laporte project in
1963 was a very significant regional de-
velopment. Other developments have pro-
gressed from this first one, including the
Pinjarra alumina project. The people
in the south-west were very happy with the
activities down there. The establishment
of an alumina refinery away from Kwin-
ana was true decentralisation. The concept
of Pinjarra was quite unique in its form
and in the co-operation between local and
State Governments. It brought out the
best in many people. If the Brand Gov-
ernment had not achleved anything else, I
feel it could be well proud of this. Of
course, we know there were many other
achievements as well. However, this com-
bined project was established for some-
thing like $20,000,000.

Do we need to say any more? Develop-
ments such as this took place in varying
degrees throughout the State. It is sheer
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hypocrisy for the Deputy Premier to come
forward now and say that the Government
was the catalyst and the generater of so
many things.

The Brand Government established basic
developments in reglonal centres. From
these came the supplementary and com-
plementary developments, as we all know.
Without the bases we would not have got
very far,

I would Hke to refer io the commence-
ment of the Kwinana development. At
that time the then member for Baleatta
and his assoclates made all sorts of pro-
phecies. We did not have adequate cement
works or adequate staff to do anything at
that time. The whole of the criticilsm of
the Government was based on the ques-
tion, “Where will you get the people, the
commodities, and this and that?”

Members will recollect what the Brand
Government inherited. In the last sesslon
of Parllament we heard many false clalms
regarding that. As I said, the present
Government has worked on the structure
established by the previous Government.

Then we have the Amax bauxite project
which had intended to commence opera-
tions on the Mitchell plateau in the north
of this State, but which eventually had
to postpone development and conduct its
agperations in conjunction with the Alcoa
project at Pinjarra. Then there are the
Alcoa and Alwest projects. Surely this
Government cannot claim credit for them.
We also have the Cleveland Cliffs, Robe
River, Hamersley Iron, and Goldsworthy
projects which are all major ones. Men-
tion can also be made of the previous
Government’s reeord in establishing over
1,000 small industries., Perhaps I can turn
to my leader to ascertain whether that
statement 1s correct.

Sir Charles Court: We established a new
industry every working day in the year.

Mr. RUSHTON: That is the record that
was huilt up by the previous Government.
Yet the Deputy Premler has the temerity
to imply—

Mr, Jones: The wood chip Industry did
not get very far.

Sir Charles Court: It will if we get
back Into office next year; that is, if the
Commonwealth Government does not
block it for envirenmental reasons.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is interesting to note
that in this booklet there appears the
following heading—

Some of the Major Industrial, Min-
ing and Development Agreements and
various other measures finallsed and
approved during the State Labor Gov-
ernment’s First 18 Months In Office.

That is laughable. This would make an
excellent Githert and Sullivan opera, but
I do not know what kind of musie 1t would
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be set to. This Is one of the claims made
by the present Government under this
heading—

Finalised plan to proceed with con-
structlon of standard-gauge railway
between Kalgoorlie and Esperance.

We know the fiasco that was created In
regard to that.

Mr. Brown: What was the fiasco?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Premier backed and
filled and fiddled around, and eventually
the Government nearly lost its opportunity
to continue with that project,

Mr. Brown: What was the flasco in re-
gard to the construction of a standard
gauge line between Kalgoorlie and Esper-
ance? You do not know what you are
talking about! You should not talk about
the railways, hecause your Government
did a great job with the standard gauge,
didn't it?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: We told the Premier
where the money was to be found.

_Mr. Brown: We had to have participa-
tion by the Western Mining Corporation.

Mr. RUSHTON: We had to hold the
hand of the Government while it started
negotiations. The next project which the
Government claimed it commenced was—

Plan approved for $7,700,000 exten-
sion of S.E.C. transmission line from
Kwinana to Balga and Jandakot,

I only have to look at the member for
Darling Range to realise what a botch the
Government made of that.

Mr. May: You were one of those who
were lauding the Government last week.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister for Mines
is implying that I am criticising the con-
struction company.

Mr. May: You are not doing a bad job.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is not the construc-
tion company I am criticising. That inter-
jection shows the degree of the Minister's
thinking. It was not the S.E.C. that cre-
ated the problem; it was the Government.
It did not have the nous to sort out the
basic problems.

Mr. May: We have one of the best In-
dustries in Western Australia down there
at the moment. Ask the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition what he thinks about it.

Mr. RUSHTON: This is a very touchy
subject for the Government, hecause it
has failed dismally in endeavouring to ad-
minister and manage the project. It is
no use blaming the construction company.
As I said the other day, everyone recog-
nises that company as being a sound one.

Mr, May: I hope your censure motion is
going to be on this.
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Mr. RUSHTON; Also, the State Elec-
tglglty Commission is an efficient organi-
sation.

Mr. May: You always save the worst
until the last.

Mr. RUSHTON: The unhappy feature
about all this is that the commission has
suffered as a result of the Government's
ineptitude, muddling, and its lack of ad-
ministrative skill. It has let the team
down, and yet this is something the Gov-
egnr_nent is claiming as one of its success
stories.

Then we have the Government's claim to
the construction of a $20,000,000 semi-sub-
mersible oil rig to operate at Woodman
Point. I understand that, basically, this
is a Commonwealth project.

Mr. May: You do not understand; that
is the trouble,

Mr. RUSHTON: Then we have listed the
Amax hauxite project, the Alcoa project,
and the extensions made to the alumina
refinery at Pinjarra at a cost of $25,000,000.
What a dampening effect that had on our
great hopes for the future! The previous
Government had made great advances in
regard to the establishment of an alumina
refinery at Mitchell plateau by the Amax
company.

Mr. May: I wish you would refurn to
Bunbury and help us win the by-election.

Mr. RUSHTON: Another one of the
Government's success stories is the appro-
val given to the dredging of a second
channel in Cockburn Sound. Had it not
heen for the previcus Government there
would not have been a second channel to
dredge. It is not hard to sign a plece of
paper to put into effect the dredging of
a channel when all the preliminary ar-
ragements have been made. The refer-
ences the Government has made to the
Pilbara development at a cost of $6,000,000
can almost be described as criminal.

Mr. May: You mean $6,000,000,000.

Mr. RUSHTON: Yes, $6,000,000,000. I
was happy to be a member of the last
parliamentary party that toured the Pil-
bara, and I am pleased to say that we will
be returning there some time in the future.

Mr. May: I hope you are not on my
plane,

Mr, RUSHTON: At Tom Price, the then
Minister for Industrial Development, who
was in charge of our section of the parlia-
mentary party, described the concept which
this Government is now putting for-
ward as its proposal. If one were to show
the little booklet describing this project
to a person with elementary knowledge of
it, I am sure he would say, “If you put
that forward as a back-up to that project
you would have to be examined if you
tried to establish the authenticity of this
Government’s initiation of it.”
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The Government then states that it was
involved with the MeCamey's Monster pro-
ject. I do noat know how far this has
progressed. Then we have the Govern-
ment's claim to the establishment of a
$200,000,000 aluming refinery at Muchea.
Surely to goodness, in view of the trau-
matic experience this has proved to be,
no Government can be proud of it.

Sir Charles Court. Has the Government
listed the Naval Base township there?

Mr. RUSHTON: Yes, that is & good one,
about which I know a great deal. The
next entry in this booklet reads—

Following representations by the
State Government, the Commonwealtth
reversed an earlier decision to exclude
the public from Garden Island when
Stirling Naval Base becomes operative.
The Commonwealth subsequently ap-
proved daytime access for persons on
small craft to about 14 miles of beach-
front, and to about 1,800 acres of in-
land areas of Garden Island.

I am one who was present during the
review made by the Commonwealth com-
mittee. I took a great interest in its de-
liberations, and I can only say that the
State’'s performance in regard to this is
deplorable.

Mr. J. 'T. Tonkin: I am glad you are
reading from that booklet as I suggested
you should.

Mr. RUSHTON: The only reason the
Premier has not distributed this booklet
to all members on this side of the House
is that they would have too much am-
munition to fire back at the Government.
This is one of the best funnies one could
read. OCne should leave it beside one’s
bed so that it could be referred to at will,
becsuse it would produce plenty of laughs.,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I will give you a copy
of Progress shortly.

Mr. RUSHTON: Unfortunately I cannot
follow this booklet along the lines I would
hope to this evening, but if I did the Pre-
mier would have something to answer for
so far as it is concerned. I hope the
opportunity comes later in the year to
engble us to bring it home to him. It shows
the small-mindedness of the Government
when it refers to such an item as a
booklet that was written by our leader
and eriticises it because it cost $1,400. That
booklet contained facts about Western Aus-
tralin and was circulated among 3,000
people in the US.A. who had world-wide
mining interests. But that was not the end
of it. Copies of it were distributed further
afield, because of the wide interest taken in
its contents. To compare it with this booklet
and to say it has a parallel with the one
I have just mentioned means that the
Premier is not prepared to bhack up what
he does and he has to fall back on other
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actions to support his own. This is what
happens in regard to everything we come
up against.

The next item—and I am sure the mem-
ber for Mt. Lawley will be interested in
this—reads as follows—

Complementary to the proposed
construction of about four miles of
underground railway in the Perth Cen-
tral Business District, the Governmgnt
has also approved the eventual elec-
trification of the whole of the Perth
suburban rail passenger system.

We know what the back-up was for that
project. It was basically nil, From sound
advice given to us it is believed that the
concept put forward by the Government
is not practicablee. We have now pro-
ceeded further along the road and we
are talking about exhibition halls in such a
way that we are not sure where the rail-
way Wwill be consiructed, because a feasi-
bility study has not been undertaken. In
effect, the will of Parliament has been
denied; because Parliament decided that a
feasibility study would be condueted before
final approval would be glven to perform

g_ertain works to bring this projeet to frui-
ion,

From my understanding of the position
we have gone past that point if approval
has been given for the construction of this
proposed exhibition hall which will cer-
tainly prejudice what we had planned
for the future.

~ Another item mentioned in this booklet
is—

Government guarantees $420,000 and
other financial bhacking to ensure con-
tinuation of fruit-canning industry at
Manjimup.

Then follows this item—

Negotiations proceeding with Alwest
for development of bauxite refinery in
the South-West.

Surely the Government cannot claim that
it initiated the Alwest project. In fact, so
much was done in regard to the fruit-
canning project at Manjimup that the
claim by the Government that it initiated
this project cannot be substantiated.

The next item reads—

Government guaraniees that con-
struction of Veterinary School will be
included in first stage of construction
of new Murdoch University.

We know what was experienced in regard
to that, and the country people were ex-
tremely worried about it. The member for
Avon will, I am sure, be pleased to hear
this one—

The Government's financial guaran-
tees make it possible for Co-operative
Bulk Handling to proceed with con-
struction of $42,000,000 grain terminal
at Kwinana.
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Not one item in this booklei mentioned by
me has been engineered or initiated by the
present Government. There is, of course, one
project it did not include in its list; that is,
the Yundurup Canals project. That was its
greatest claim to fame, and shows the ex-
tent to which the Government is prepared
to go with its decentralisation policy. In
my opinion this Government is one of the
most cenfralist Governments that one
could envisage, It has had to form =a
Department of Decentralisation to con-
vince the people that that is the way the
Government thinks,

To show the extremes to which the Gov-
ernment is prepared to go in order to bend
the facts, 1 would point out that in my
electorate a small industry which could
employ 40 or 50 people required a few
thousand dollars to enable it to get on its
feet., At the time it was employing 20
people, but it was struggling because, being
situated on leased land, it was short of
collateral. Yet the present Minister for
Development and Decentralisation was not
prepared to grant assistance to that busi-
ness, despite the fact that an advance of
$2,000 to $4,000 would have meant that 40
people could have been kept in full-time
employment,

He was not prepared to help them, so
how credible are his words tonight when
he states that, “We help everyone. We take
risks. We help them here; we help them
there!”?

Mr. May: Watch out!

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not allowed to use
any unparliamentary language, but what
he said is a complete contradiction of the
truth. We all know that the Deputy Prem-
ier has a flalr for oratory. Of course this
is his strength. He is a strong speaker and
debater; but we want action, performance,
and results.

Mr. May: No wonder the member for
Cottesloe left his seat!

Mr. Bertram: He is not the only one.
Everyone has gone.

Mr. May: The member for Cottesloe was
in the danger zone.

Mr. Jones: The Couniry Party members
have all gone.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is interesting to hear
the pinpricks.

Sir Charles Court: We are interested to
see how many Government members re-
main.

Mr. RUSHTON: It just shows that the
performance of the Deputy Speaker—

Mr. May: The deputy who?

Mr. RUSHTON: I mean the Deputy
Premier. I have every respect for you, Mr.
Speaker, and do not wish to imply that
the Deputy Preimer is your deputy.

_Tonight we listened to a performance
similar to ohes we have heard on many
occasions before from the Deputy Premier
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—one without substance, and one which
has bent the facts and presented other
issues in an eflort to try to make people
believe that his Government has taken the
initiative.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

Mr. RUSHTON: We have documentary
proof that what he has said is totally un-
true, What the Deputy Premier has
attempted to present as fact is not true. As
I mentioned previously, one of the very
early break-throughs by the previous Gov-
ernment was in the Bunbury region and
we all know of the tremendous progress in
the provision of port facillties and other
amenities there.

Mr. Hartrey: Tell us about the commun-
ity success in Bunbury next Monday.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am looking forward to
welcoming our candidate as the new mem-
her for Bunbury.

My, Jones: This is too late for the Bun-
bury paper you know. It will not get in
now.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not interested in
politicking.

Mr, Brown: Not much!

Mr, Jones: You could have fooled me.

Mr. RUSHTON:; It would not take much
to fool the member for Collie.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: QOrder!

Mr. RUSHTON: I am interested in re-
sults and I want the Government to pre-
sent this State with some results which
will guarantee the future well-being of the
people.

On the one hand, the Premier indicated
—and it is all in the Labor Party's little
bible—that we were a bankrupt State when
the Labor Government took office; and, on
the other hand, the Deputy Premier talked
tonight about the great hand-outs he has
made and all the grand things he is doing
——and this is supposed to be a bankrupt
State!

Sir Charles Court: He has been taking
& course which was tabled tonight; that is,
“Dare to be Great”.

Mr. RUSHTON: If he has been read-
ing that publication perhaps we can ex-
cuse him for the extremes he has gone to
tonight in an attempt to hoodwink the
people of the State and of Bunhury.

Mr. Graham: You have Bunbury on the
brain.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is a region of which
the previous Government can be very
proud. Because of the action of the previous
Government the people of the area have
gained real benefits and they have 2 qual-
ity of living they did not enjoy before. I
might say that when one goes to Bunbury—

Mr. May: We are off again,

Mr. Graham: More Bunbury.
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Mr. RUSHTON: —one realises what the
previous Government achieved in the
region. Because of the developments from
Pinjarra south real decentralisation has
been achieved. We on this slde of the
House are looking forward to the time
when we will be back in office and can
continue—

Mr. Graham: You will be a pensioner by
then.

Mr. RUSHTON: —with the good work
we commenced. We want an opportunity
to further this reglonal development.

Mr. Graham: You had 12 long years.

Mr. RUSHTON: Laok at the progress
made in those 12 years.

Sir Charles Court:
years.

Mr. Graham: What progress?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister was not in
his place when I spoke earlier. He did not
have the courtesy to stay.

Mr. Bertram: You don’t blame him do
you?

Mr. Graham: Someone wanted to discuss
something important with me.

Mr. RUSHTON: Let me remind the
Deputy Premlier of some of the achleve-
ments of the previous Government because
he cannot deny that they are what gener-
ated the progress in the area. The previous
Government was responsible for the com-
mencement of the Kwinana complex. This
was achieved after the Brand Goverhment
had changed the situation from one of
stagnation as it was again in 1959, If mem-
bers will reflect hack they will recall that
school teachers could not be paid in those
days and that the the rallway losses had
reached about £17,000,000. Under the
Brand Government, the operations of the
railways were greatly improved. One has
only to consider the position of the rail-
ways to appreciate the success story of the
previous Government. However, under the
present Government the sltuation is de-
teriorating once again because the Interest
and expertise which were applied at that
time are not being applied today.

Mr. Graham: You are reflecting on the
railways administration.

Mr. RUSHTON: No I am not. Does not
the Deputy Premier give credit to the Mini-
ster involved?

Mr. Graham: I do not give much credit
to you for the Eatanning abattolr or the
Manfimup fruit cannery.

Mr. RUSHTON: I recognise the fruit
cannery.
Mr. Graham: Or the Albany abattoir.

Mr. RUSHTON: I recognise these
achievements, but they have been possible
only because the present Government had
something with which to work.

Twelve rewarding
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Mr. Graham: Of course we had some-
thing with which to work—and we work.

Mr., RUSHTON: Before all the interjec-
tions I was referring to the achievements of
the previous Government about which the
present Government says nothing. Mem-
bers opposite cannot discount projects like
Alcoa, Amax, Cleveland-Cliffs, Hamersley,
and Goldsworthy. Such projects cannot be
wiped off as being incidental, because they
were responsible for the progress in the
south-west; for the upsurge in timber miil-
ing and sleeper cuttlng.

Mr. Graham: The timber industry de-
teriorated during every year of the 12 years
your crowd was in Government.

Mr. Jones: It was sick.

Sir Charles Court: We saved the timber
industry with sleepers for the north.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, Graham: You have a look at the
figures of the Assoclated Sawmillers and
Timber Merchants.

The SPEAEER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: One has only to look
back fo realise the importance of the de-
velopment to the timber industry in the
south-west,

Mr. May: What did you do to Collie?

Mr. RUSHTON: One has only to reflect
on the progress made on decentralisation
or, as I prefer to call it, regional develop-
ment, to realise what the previous Govern-
ment achieved, Industries must be based
on sound principles and they must be prop-
erly oriented. I agree with the Minister that
the Commonwealth must help with the in-
frastructure, but a close watch must be
kept to ensure that the responsibility is
left with the State.

Mr. Graham: We had 23 years of Fed-
eral Iiheral Governments and what did
they do? Nothing.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: They finished up
stronger than ever before in our history.

Mr. Graham: Genheralities.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: Australia’s economy was
the soundest it had ever been, but now the
advantages gained are being whittled away
at such a pace that people wonder where
we are heading. I can well remember the
past experiences of balance of payments,
but now we are treating that as a dirty
expression, and if we continue on in the
way we are heading it will not be
long before we will have to cut back
here and cut back there because of
an inadequate balance of payments. This
highlights the lack of understanding by
those on the other side of the source of the
real economic strength of the State. Doc-
umentary proof is available concerning the
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fact that regional development was prac-
tised and was successful well before the
Deputy Premier moved into his office.

I wish to emphasise that the Deputy
Premier’s claim that what he 1s doing is
new and that he has taken the initiative,
is a lot of poppycock and hot air. His pro-
posals are similar to those the previous
Government had already introduced all
over the State. The Deputy Premier went
to Albany and talked of a steel mill, as he
did at other places. Such talk is guite up-
setting to people in the areas concerned
because they do not know what to believe.
It frightens those industrialists whe want
to get on with the job, and it breaks their
confidence in the State.

Mr. Graham: It breaks your heart be-
cause there are new industries popping up
all over the country.

Mr. Thompson: Where are they?

Mr. Graham: There are some glowing
tributes here by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in respect of the cannery at Manji-
mup, something he could not start.

Sir Charles Court: Yes we did. If jt had
not been for what we did—

Mr. Graham: You did nothing hut leave
a flat piece of land.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: That is not correct.
Mr. Graham: It is correct.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: We kept the industry
alive for years, but what a mess you made
of it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Couri: You made a mess of
it in the first year.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Dale has five minutes.

Sir Charles Court: You cost the tax-
payers $250,000.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister is not con-
cerned with the facts, but only with at-
tracting votes. However, the people judge
what is real and realistic and they know
that what we did was based on sound prin-
ciples and that our actions have stood the
test of time. Therefore, what we listened
to tonight was a most unfortunate presen-
tation.

in the last few moments available to me
1 would like to mention a2 couple of points
raised earlier. Yesterday a number of
questions were asked concerning the prob-
lems being experienced in the industrial
world. I have not recelved a satisfactory
answer from the Minister for Labour as
yvet, despite the fact that people in the
community are fearful of coming forward
to present evidence of intimidation they
have suffered. I have received direct com-
munication from a businessman of repute
who, because of his vulnerability, was not
prepared to come forward and indicate
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what has happened to him. How many
more like him are there in the State? I
want the Minister to reconsider the matter.
He said that the present legislation, both
civi! and industrial, is adequate: but it has
been proved inadequate on a number of
occasions.

 Mr. Taylor: What was the Bunbury de-
cision Dublished in the paper yesterday
concerning a matter of intimidation?

The SPEAKER: Qrder!

Mr. O'Connor: That is sub judice.
Mr. RUSHTON: It is finished is it not?
Mr. O'Connor: No.

Mr. May: It is just as well somebody is
making your speech for you.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not talking about
anything sub judice. I am talking about
what is taking place up here in the metro-
politan area and in other parts of the
State; and about the apples which could
be lost; to say nothing of the business
people being pressurised, intimidated, and
blackmailed. I want the Minister to make
the inquiry meaningful, and to get on
with the job in order to weed out the
cancer in our midst.

One last aquick point I wish to make.
We listened to a lot of rot from the mem-
ber for Ascot last night about political ex-
tremists, but he had his answer this morn-
ing. How serlously can we take this Federal
Attorney-General? Surely he is discredited
in the statements which have been made.
All credit is due to Senator Greenwood, but
the Attorney-General himself is dis-
credited in the actions he has taken. Many
people in my area are fearful of commun-
ism. They have experienced it and they
do not wan{—

Mr. Graham:
knives.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: I am talking about the
people in my area wha are fearful of
communism.

Mr. Bertram: Are you not, too?

Mr. RUSHTON: This is not a joke. This
is a serious matter and if the member for
Mt. Hawthorn does not belleve it to be
he does not deserve to sit on that side of
the House. People in my area are fearful
of a recurrence of what occurred in
Poland, the Ukraine, and other countries.

Mr. O'Connor: It is real all right.

Mr. RUSHTON: It Is something which is
disturbing them at the present time. It
is all right to talk about extremists—

Mr. Bertram: Ustasha!

Mr. RUSHTON: —and the extremist

action of Senator Murphy is resulting in
reactions of extremism.

Ustasha! Bombs, guns,
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Mr. Graham: What extremist action of
his? Going into his own department?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Graham: Your leader kicked down
a door to get into his department—kicked
& hole in the glass door.

Mr, RUSHTON: Things have been car-
ried a bit too far for political advantage
by placing the lives of people at risk. The
danger causes great concern,

The SPEAKER: The member's time has
expired.

MR. H, D. EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Lands) [10.00 p.m.]l: It was not my
intention to speak at this stage but there
are a few misunderstandings and mis-
statements which I would llke to clarify.

I will, first of all, take the opportunity
to congratulate the member for Blackwood
on the way in which he survived what is
an ordeal for everybody—his maiden
speech—and the way he earned the respect
of this House.

I want to take issue with some of the
points ralsed by the member for Katan-
ning—fthe Leader of the Country Party.
When spezaking to the Address-in-Reply
he remembered that the member for War-
ren and the member for Collie moved to
criticlse the previous Government for not
dealing with the problems confronting the
rural industry. The member for Katan-
ning claimed that the adverse situation
was attributable to—and I think I have
the words he used—a wide recession de-
rived from International trade and cur-
rency troubles. He suggested that was the
full story and he heoped 1t could be
underlined in Hensard. However, just how
misleading is that statement? He implied
that extraneous causes were responsible
for the total difficulty in the rTural in-
dustry. He convenlently omitted a number
of other reasons and I refer, firstly, to the
land policy embarked on by the previous
Government against the advice of those
who were much closer to the difficulties
than the persons maklng the decisions.

When the dangers inherent in expan-
sion were pointed out they were dls-
regarded. I will draw atfention to the
concern expressed in 1963 by the ILight
Lands Development Committee. At that
time the committee pointed out that there
should be close examination of the situ-
ation, and concern was expressed that land
which was not suitable for agriculture
was being developed.

After a second prompting the Minister
replled to the committee and indicated
that, perhaps, he would use the terms of
reference when specific points eould be
shown. However, no particular Instance
was so referred and the land alienation
went on. In 1968 a final letter was sent
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to the Minister which indicated increasing
alarm because the alienation of land
appeared to be passing beyond the areas
aof rellable rainfall. It was pointed out
that future subdivisions should be ap-
proached with the utmost caution.

That gccurred in February, 1268, but in
that year 530,536 acres of conditional pur-
chase land were alienated. In the follow-
ing year a further area in excess of 300,000
acres was alienated. So, many of the people
who fell into grave difficulties did so on the
uncalculated risk taken by the previous
Government. Settlement was carried out
against the advice of those who were in
a position to give what could be taken as
an authoritative statement. Many of
those people who were at risk paid rather
dearly during the last few years.

Mr. Nalder: Did you show any alarm
ahout that? You never sald a word about
it,

Mr. H. D. EVANS: We were nat aware
of the advice glven by the committee. It
was purely because of the utter grandlose-
ment of the previous Government In want-
ing to be able to say that it did certain
things. However, those things were done
at the risk of the peaple who pald dearly.

Mr. Graham: Quite right.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Another point which
was disregarded was the Iintroduction of
wheat quotas, and which compounded the
difficulties of those involved. There was
also a fall in the price of wool

Mr. Nalder: Did this apply only teo
Western Australia?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: It applied generally.

Mr. Nalder: That is right, and that 1s
what I said. The Minister is trying to
suggest that I did not include that situ-
ation.

Mr. H . D, EVANS: I am not saying
that at all. I am saying that the Leader
of the Couniry Party tried to attribute the
total situation to extraneous factors. An-
other factor was the alienation of land,
end s third point to which I must refer
was the fall in meat prices, That fall was
aggravated by a shortage of abattoir
facilities.

Mr. Nalder: What about the drought?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I include the
drought, and the fall in woo! prices and
meat prices, I also include the alienation
of land and the inadequacy of abattoir
facilities., The shortage of those facilities
cost the farmers millions of dollars, as
Colonel McArthur stated publicly. Not only
did the shortage of facilities cost the farm-
ers in this State millions of dollars but it
had a psychological impact on them be-
cause they were not able to dispose of their
animals and obtain the ready cash to which
they were accustomed,
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Mr. I. W, Manning: The abattoirs went
on strike at the vital time,

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The abattoir facili-
ties were not available, as the member
opposite well knows. The loss to the
farmers in terms of finance was great. Let
me remind members opposite that the
Towns and Austen report urged the indus-
try to update and increase abattoir facili-
ties. However, the matter was deferred
and the impact of the drought was
disastrous as far as the farmers of this
State were concerned, financially and
psychologically.

Mr. McPhariin: If a decision had been
made to build an abattolr it would have
taken a period of two years.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The previous Gov-
ernment did get around to increasing the
capacity of the Midland Junction Abattoir
but it was done in such a way it was of
limited use. We are still paying for that
mistake today in terms of what could
possibly have been done.

Mr. Blaikie: The Minister has not
recognised the drought conditions, the fall
in the price of wool, the abattoir situation,
and the strike action. What ahout those
factors?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I made reference to
all the factors, including the fall in the
price of wool. It was the action of the
previous Government which compounded
the difficulty to such an extent that it was
not only the financial aspeet but the

psychological and moral result which
affected rural districts.
Mr. Nalder: The Minister has claimed

credit for the increase in the price of wool.
What about the previous drop in the price
of wool?

Mr. O'Connor:
board?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I will come back to
that matter with a certain amount of hap-
piness.

Mr. O'Connor: I am glad that soreone
seems to be happy about it.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The Leader of the
Country Party had the temerity to level
criticism at the member for Collie and my-
self when he was in the position to do
something for the dairying industry, the
fruit industry, and meat marketing. I am
afraid the humbug revealed by those com-
ments needs no emphasis.

The fault of the previous Government
was the lack of planning. I have found
no sign at all of what might be termed a
long-term approach to facing up to the
problem over a perlod of time. I have
found no sign of what might even be con-
sidered a policy.

I took the trouble to check on the num-
ber of Bllls which affected primary indus-
tries passed during the last three years of
the previous Government. The number 1s

What about the lamb
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lamentable. There is not even a sugges-
tion of a basis for groundwork for a long-
range agricultural policy.

Mr. Nalder: What did the Minister do
about the advisory setvice? That was a
long-term project. You did not carry on
with that project at all. The projects
which had been started were reduced. It
is all very well for you to talk.

Mr, H. D, EVANS: That is uiter rub-
bish. Let us now look at some of the
projects undertaken by the present Govern-
ment. I will deal firstly with one of the
most important factors, and one on which
the whole of the rural industry must be
based. I refer to marketing methods.

An analysis of this aspect shows that
savings can be made on the production
side. The opportunity does exist for rural
producers to make & worth-while saving
but this will, of eourse, require a totally
new approach, It must not be forgotten
that the rate of inflation last year was
somewhere in the vicinity of 8 per cent.
per annum. This was due largely to the
influx of capital moneys which were vir-
tually dumped inte Australia. It was
against that background of increasing
costs which confronted all sectlons of the
community that the rural community, prob-
ably more than any other section, had to
contend. If the inflationary tendency can-
not be ccntrolled it will not be very many
years before the total input cost of farming
faces something like a 100 per cent. in-
crease.

For that reason reforms by the Federal
Government are necessary to offset the
difficulty of inflation which we have ob-
served for so many years. If the rate of
8 per cent. can be dropped to more like 2
per cent., that reduction would be of in-
estimable value to the farming community.

Mr. Hutchinson: If the Minister were
to move an amendment we could carry on
the debate a little longer,

Mr. H. D. EVANS: If time permitted, it
is possible I would like to join in that de-
bate. However, to get back to the question
of marketing, and the problem facing the
industry, there has been no deflnite plan-
ning. I draw attention to the fact that
during the first two years of this Govern-
ment funds have been made avaiiable
through the Department of Agriculture
for a marketing research programme, Con-
siderable progress has been achieved in
this direction and I would like to record
in Hansard the effort which has been made
in this regard, and what is anticipated in
the future.

As a result of the avallability of funds,
a serles of visits have been made. It is
difficult for a Government to undertake
total marketing of rural products, but at
least it can provide direction and Initia-
tive—which has been sadly lacking.
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First and foremost, a visit was made to
Japan—one of our largest wheat importers.
We had little idea of what happened to
our product on arrival in Japan, and the
visit by the chief of the Wheat and Sheep
Division of the Department of Agriculture
was most rewarding. The visit indicated
that it was possible to sell wheat to Japan
in three categories. I pay tribute to C.B.H.
for the efforts it has made. As a conse-
quence of its action the consumers in
Japan now have a choice of three separate
qualities of wheat. This guality control will
be vital when it comes to competing on
world markets. If we cannot ensure con-
tinuity of supply, both in quantity and
quality, we will not be able to participate
in the markets which will ensure the sur-
vival of the rural industries.

I now efer to the visit of the chief of
the Wheat and Sheep Division to the Middle
East, which has been a very useful market
for ltve animals. It is necessary to under-
stand fully just what is entailed in this
market and the type of animal that is
belng sought. One of the most disturbing
features mentioned by the chief of the
Wheat and Sheep Division was that al-
though the animals going to the Middle
East were large they were also fat and not
desired. JL is now proposed to Indicate to
farmers the type of animal that is required.
At the same time, it Is necessary to educate
all those involved in every aspect of the
traqe to ensure that quality control is
maintalned. If that is not done, we will
lose the market. This programme is being
followed up by endeavours to conduct trials
on board ship to ensure that quality is
malintained during the journey.

Mr. Nalder: What about the recommen-
dation to send ram lambs to the Middle
East? What happened to that?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: What happened to
it?

Mr. Nalder: I am asking you.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: There are aspects of
the trade over which the Government has
no direct control. The Government can
give advice angd provide extension services
in an endeavour to get through fo the
trade but it cannot ensure that its advice
is carried out. That is the situation in
which the Government finds itself from
time to time.

Mr. Nalder: It fizzled out.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The Director of
Agriculture made a very valuable trip in
conjunction with the tour undertaken by
the Parmers’ Union. He was able to
examine a large numher of markets for
varlous commodities In several countries.
He was able to demonstrate that when it
comes to the grass roots of marketing,
we In Western Australia are bordering on
amateurism in some cases. In order to
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penetrate these markets and establish our-
selves, 1t is essential to have a full know-
ledge of what Is required and of local
idiosyncracies when we do not understand
the customs or even the language.

The apple industry recelved a very close
examination and it was shown that valu-
able savings could be made. The examina-
tion involved not only an orchard study in
the south-west but it also covered a survey
of fruit handling and transport to the ship's
side. A firm of consultants and a senior
officer of the hortleuwltural division spent
some months making an evaluation and
appraisal in England in order to find out
what stages were involved, what stages
could be deleted, and what savings could
be made. The use of bulk bins indicated
a saving of something in the order of $1
a bushel

At this stage perhaps I c¢oud make
reference to a comparable situation in New
Zealand, where an apple marketing board
has been established. In New Zealand one
exporter Is able to charter his own vessels,
palletise, and load in his own way in
accordance with quality and slze. He is
then able to rope off varlous sectlons of
the ship. When the ship reaches the
United Kingdom a plan of the stowage has
already been there for a fortnight, and it
is then a matter of being able to drive
straight onte the wharf, lpad from various
sections of the ship, and deliver to the
customer in accordance with his quality
requirements., The saving resulting from
this operation in a year was $1,500,000.
This is the sort of involvement that rural
industries in this country must undertake
in order to survive in the face of such com-
petition.

Mr, Thompson: What was the slze of
the crop?

Mr. H. D, EVANS: The size of the crop
was 3,600,000 bushels. Our rural indus-
tries must take this sort of sction In order
to malntaln their place. They must pene-
trate further down the chaln between the
producer and the consumer in order to
obtain a greater part of the consumer’s
requirements. The rural producers must
examine all phases of their industrles and
reorganise where required.

One of the most important aspects in
the development of a marketing policy
has heen the establlshment of much closer
lialson with the Department of Trade and
Primary Industry in Canberra. A surpris-
ing amount of Information from all over
the world Is received by the varlous de-
partments in Canberra but a great deal
of it, valuable though it may be, never
reaches the States, or if it does such a
long time has elapsed that its value has
diminished. The stationing of an officer
in Canberra to collate these intelligence
reports, as they might bhe termed, has
already proved to be a very valuable move.



656

Examinations have been made in connec-
tion with the export of rapeseed to Canada
and the marketing of pork. This is the
sort of work which the Government has a
responsibility to do, and the Government
of Western Australia is doing it.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much audible conversation.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: 1 think it is appro-
priate not only to make reference to the
marketing programme that is envisaged
but also to indicate that the abattoir
facllities have been brought up to the re-
quired level. Critlcism was levelled at the
Government by Country Party members
when abattolr charges were ralsed last
year, but I point out that in two years a
total loss of £1,000,000 was carried by this
Government in connection with the opera-
tion of the Midland Junction Ahattoir,
which could be regarded as a subsidy of
$£1,000,000 to the meat indusiry.

I coniinue my marketing review by re-
ferring to the establishment and operation
of the Lamb Marketing Board. A member
opposite interjected a moment ago, and 1
will see whether I can elicit a further inter-
jection from him when I point out that
in Western Australia, between the 2nd
January and the 13th March, the price of
lJamb rose fromn an average of 18c—that is,
from 1%7¢ or 19¢—io 26¢ a pound. In Vic-
toria in the same period, the price of lamb
increased by a far greater amount. In
fact, the increase in Vietoria in that period
was 120 per cent. I do not know whether
the honourable member wants me to com-
ment further on that matter.

Mr. W. G. Young: What was the price
range in Victoria?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: From something like
16¢ to between 39c¢c and 4l1c—40c¢ in round
fizures. A comparable situation existed in
Victoria, and the season there was not in-
comparable with the season here. I do not
know whether the member for Mt. Lawley
wishes me to comment further on that
matter,

Mr., O'Connor: I am Interested in the
local situation, where the price has gone
up in certain cases.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I gave the figures for
that. By contrast, the price of ordinary
lightweight wethers of fair trade value in-
creased by a far greater percentage in the
same period. Therefore, the operations of
the Lamb Marketing Board suggest to me
that the consumer and the producer may
have been given a much fairer deal than
would otherwise have been possible, in the
face of the difficulties that have been ex-
perienced since the board commenced
operation.

Mr. W. G. Young: Would this not have
reduced the producer's return?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. H. D. EVANS: That may well be so,
but I was speaking about a fairer deal to
both the consumer and the producer.

Mr. Blaikie: What was the purpose in
the establishment of the hoard? Was it
for consumer protection?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Tp ensure a fair re-
turn to the producer and, at the same
time, continulty of supply and quality to
the consumer and an acceptable—

Mr. O'Connot: They did not get that.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: That is the fault of
the farmers. Only half the number of
lambs nominated were received by the
board. The lambs were not sent in be-
cause of the season, the high price of wool,
and other factors., That is the situation.

Mr. W, G. Young: If they were taken
through to hoggets, the farmers would get
the top price for them.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: That is correct.

I made reference to the apple industry,
and I do not want to weary the House by
recounting the flasco that occurred last
year when an effort was made to assist
that industry. Suffice it to say the apple
producers in this State were sold out.

It is a fairly bold step to embark on the
amalgamation of the dairying industry
but, looking to the future and all it imples,
this course must be considered and at
least attempted in order to give the in-
dustry the opportunity to attain an eco-
nomic level which will ensure its survival,

Mr. Blaikie: Who sold out the apple
industry?

Mr. Hartrey: It sold itself out.

Mr, H. D. EVANS: The Opposition sold
out the apple industry. The Liberal Party
s0ld it out and the Country Party chickened
out. It is as simple as that.

Mr. Blalkie: And you did not proceed
with the Bill in Committee.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Perhaps I should
state the faets. When it left here, the
Bill contained what the industry required.
It went to the other place, where it was
amended in such a way that it became
totally unacceptable, having regard to the
urgency of the matter and the proposed
proviso that a referendum be held prior to
proclamation, Members know that would
have completely excluded the BIill even
from consideration in the year in which it
was required.

That amendment was rejlected by this
House. A Bill which was In accordance
with the requirements of the industry was
amended to an unacceptable form, The
Government had treated the industry con-
sistently right throughout. It had agreed
to a substantial amendment which was not
acceptable to the industry. Members who
do not think that Insistence on s Bill
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which is amended to an unacceptable form
is not tantamount to rejection are stupid
in the extreme.

Mr. Thompson: The industry did not
support it.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The industry had cer-
tain difficulties with the vested interests,
and I suggest the vested interests and the
contribution te party funds may have had
some bearing on the matter.

Mr. Rushton: I thought you were above
that level.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: In case the honour
able member suggests there was no polit-
ical motivation, I remind him that one
meeting at Donnybrook was attended by
five Liberal members. It was held under the
chairmanship of a Liberal member of this
House. If that is not introducing politics
into the industry, I do not know what is. It
was one of the most disgraceful episodes
that have occurred in this House.

For them to sell the industry down the
drain—and so cheaply, tooc—indicates their
principles would not messure up even to
the standard of Judas.

__8ir Charles Court: Where did you learn
that? You have been copying the notes of
the Deputy Premler. You c¢an do better
than that.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: There are a number
of other points to which I could make ref-
erence—

Mr. Hutchinson: Just imagine {f we
were sitticg on your side and sald that.
Wouldn’t you think it was funny?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: If that were the case
probably the honourable member would
have no occasjon to say it.

Mr. Hutchinson: Mystic! Wonderful!

Mr. H. D. EVANS: A number of other
actions have been taken by the Gov-
ernment, including the establishment of
the Meat Industry Advisory Committee,
and the setting up of a checkpoint on the
Eyre Highway following investigations car-
ried out in previous years. The checkpoint
iz now flrmly established and is achteving
considerable results.

During the few days afier the Govern-
ment came into office an undertaking was
given that farmers who were unable to
obtain carry-on finance would be assisted.
It was indeed refreshing to hear the com-
mendatory remarks made about that un-
dertaking at the opening of the Farmers’
Union conference. It meant in effect that
some hundreds of farmers were able to
carry on to a stage where other forms of
finance became available to them.

I could list & number of other achieve-
ments, but I wiil satisfy myself by conciud-
ing with this comment for the benefit of
the member for Dale: Rather than try
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to dissect his diatribe, I refer him to
page 3 of this afternocon’s issue of the
Daily News. I support the motion.

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

House adjourned at 1033 p.m.

Tpgistatine Ansemhly

Thursday, the 5th April, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr. I, W. Manning, leave
of absence for 14 days granted to Sir David
Brand (Greenocugh} on the ground of ili-
health,

LAPSED BILLS
Restoration to Noiice Paper: Motion

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[1103 am.}: There are two Bills men-
tioned in the list appearing on the notice
paper which I do not seek to restore.
Would I be in order when reading out the
list to omit those two?

The SPEAKER: That will be in order.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I move—

That under the provisions of Stand-
ing Order No. 407 the undermentioned
Bills be restored to the Notice Paper
at the stages which they had reached
in the previous session of Parliament,
namely:—

Scientology Act Repeal Bill.
Second reading, Adjourned
debate.
Parligmentary Committees Bill.
Second reading, Adjourned
debate.
Dalry Industry Bill.
Second reading. Adjourned

debate,
Door to Door (Sales) Act Amend-

ment Bill.
Second reading. Adjourned

debate.

Companies Act Amendment Rill.
Second reading. Adjourned
debate. {(Mr. R. L. Young,
continuation of remarks.)
City of Perth Endowment Lands
Bill.
Second reading. Adjourned
debate.
Education Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

Second reading, Adjourned
debate.



